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Suit  Challenges 
Foreign  Service 
on  HIV  Testing 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
union  representing  3,500  Foreign 
Service  officers  of  the  United 
States  Information  Agency 
(USIA)  filed  suit  January  20 
against  USIA  and  the  State 
Department  for  implementing 
mandatory  HIV  testing  of  its 
members. 

Local  1812  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Government  Em¬ 
ployees  represented  by  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  and  the  National  Emergency 
Civil  Liberties  Committee 
(NECLC),  will  also  seek  a 
preliminary  injunction  against  the 
testing,  which  began  on  January  5. 

Under  the  mandatory  testing 
policy,  all  current  Foreign  Service 
Officers  of  USIA  and  their  de¬ 
pendents  over  the  age  of  12  must 


submit  to  an  ELISA  test  for  HIV 
antibodies  biannually.  Those  who 
test  positive  will  receive  restricted 
medical  clearance.  All  Foreign 
Service  applicants  must  also  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  test,  and  they  will  be 
denied  employment  if  they  test 
positive. 

Abby  Rubenfeld,  legal  director 
of  Lambda  Legal  Defense,  said 
this  case  is  important  because  it  is 
the  first  legal  challenge  to  a  coer¬ 
cive  testing  program.  She  said  she 
sees  the  testing  of  USIA  employees 
as  the  second  stage  of  a  broader 
administration  policy  which  will 
eventually  include  testing  private 
citizens.  The  first  step  of  that  pro¬ 
cess  was  the  mandatory  testing  im¬ 
plemented  by  the  Department  of 
Defense. 

Continued  on  page  10 


©GCN,  1987 - January  25-31, 1987 


Tip  of  the  iceberg  in  battle  against  Customs  censorship 

Joy  of  Sex  Ban 
Contested  in  Canada 

By  Kim  Westheimer 


TORONTO —  Rumor  has  it 
that  a  current  battle  against  Cana¬ 
dian  Customs  began  when  an  un¬ 
identified  woman  inadvertently 
picked  up  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
while  searching  for  the  Joy  of 
Cooking.  She  reported  her  dismay 
to  the  Toronto  police  who  in 
September  of  1985  passed  the  tip 
to  a  joint  effort  of  the  Ontario 
police  and  the  Toronto  police  anti- 
pornography  unit.  Shortly  there¬ 
after,  the  book  was  banned  by- 
Canadian  Customs  because  the 
“numerous  depictions  and  des¬ 
criptions  of  the  act  of  buggery,  in 
conjunction  with  descriptions 
of  bondage  and  domina¬ 
tion  . . .  render  the  book  obscene.” 

Customs’  decision  was  consis¬ 
tent  with  a  law  passed  in  April  of 
1985  which  bans  the  import  of  pic¬ 
torial  or  verbal  descriptions  of 


“buggery  [anal  sex]  including 
descriptions  involving  implements 
of  all  kinds.” 

The  Canadian  Committee 
Against  Customs  Censorship 
(CCACC)  and  Glad  Day  Book¬ 
shop,  a  gay  bookstore  in  Toronto 
which  has  been  involved  in  an 
ongoing  struggle  with  Customs, 
have  now  taken  the  case  to  court. 

During  the  week  of  January  19, 
District  Court  Judge  B.  C. 
Hawkins  heard  testimony  chal¬ 
lenging  the  ban  on  The  Joy  of  Gay 
Sex.  According  to  the  Canadian 
Committee  Against  Customs  Cen¬ 
sorship,  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  was 
chosen  for  the  court  case  because 
“the  prohibition  of  [the  book]  il¬ 
lustrates  the  discriminatory  nature 
of  many  Customs  decisions.” 
Customs  has  not  bafined  The  Joy 
of  [heterosexual]  Sex  which  in¬ 


cludes  a  one-page  description  of 
anal  sex  and  four  pages  on  bon¬ 
dage.  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  devotes 
one  paragraph  to  bondage.  The 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  has  not  been 
banned. 

Ideally,  said  Jerald  Molden- 
hauer,  owner  of  Glad  Day,  Judge 
Hawkins  will  not  only  rule  on 
whether  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  is 
obscene,  but  will  address  the  le¬ 
gality  of  Customs’  ban  against 
depictions  of  anal  sex.  “Our 
lawyer  in  his  summation  dwelled 
heavily  on  free  speech  and  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay  people  as  a 
group,”  said  Moldenhauer. 

According  to  Charles  Campbell, 
lawyer  for  Glad  Day  and  CCACC, 
the  Crown  argued  “that  there’s 
a  taboo  about  anal  sex  [and  that] 
people  find  if  offensive.”  The  Joy 
Continued  on  page  3 


Creative  C.D.:  Gay  Man  Informs  Cops 
of  Intent  to  Commit  Private  Unnatural  Act 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
“I  began  overt  sexual  activity  at 
8:00  p.m.  Shortly  after  8:00  p.m., 
the  phone  rang,  and  it  was  the 
police,  who  began  asking  about 
the  letter.  I  said  that  ‘Yes,  I  wrote 
the  letter,  and  I  meant  every  word 
of  it.’  He  said  that  he  wanted  to 
talk  to  me,  and  asked  me  when  I 
would  be  available  to  talk.  I  said 
that  I  was  engaging  in  my  criminal 
activity,  and  was  having  trouble 
getting  aroused  due  to  the  circum¬ 
stances.  I  said  that  it  could  take  me 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Forma¬ 
tion  of  the  “Official  S.  F.  1987 
Papal  Welcoming  Committee”  by 
two  gay  male  nuns  has  brought  to 
light  a  schism  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence 
(SPI). 

On  January  9,  Sister  Sadie 
Sadie,  the  Rabbi  Lady,  and  Sister 
Chanel  2001 ,  both  of  whom  claim 
to  be  members  of  SPI,  announced 
their  city-approved  papal  commit¬ 
tee  at  a  press  conference  here.  The 


"Delhi,”  official  mascot  of  the 
Papal  Welcoming  Committee. 


a  half  hour  to  an  hour  to  complete. 
The  officer  eventually  said  he 
would  come  by  at  9:00  p.m.” 

*  *  * 

The  Supreme  Court’s  decision 
to  uphold  the  Georgia  sodomy  law 
has  prompted  a  variety  of  re¬ 
sponses.  On  one  level,  the  Nation¬ 
al  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  has 
started  its  “Privacy  Project”  to 
overturn  state  sodomy  laws. 

But  more  significantly,  there  has 
been  a  popular  uproar  since  the 


decision.  Across  the  country,  gay 
men  and  lesbians  have  taken  to  the 
streets  in  anger.  Tom,  a  resident  of 
Norfolk  County  in  Massachusetts, 
participated  in  one  such  demon¬ 
stration  on  a  rainy  November 
Saturday  in  Boston. 

Inspired  by  the  rally,  Tom  (who 
wishes  to  remain  anonymous,  and 
his  town  to  remain  unspecified) 
followed  suggestions  to  write 
government  officials  in  protest  of 
the  Mass,  sodomy  law.  He  wrote 


his  legislator.  He  wrote  the  gover¬ 
nor.  And  he  decided  writing  was 
not  enough.  So  he  took  direct  ac¬ 
tion. 

Tom  wrote  the  cops  to  tell  them 
he  intended  to  break  the  state 
sodomy  law. 

*  *  * 

“I  managed  to  complete  the  act 
in  about  fifteen  minutes.  Two  po¬ 
lice  officers  arrived  between  9:15 
p.m.  and  9:45  p.m.  They  were  not 
abusive  or  insulting,  and  said  they 
were  not  here  to  judge  me,  but 
were  sworn  to  uphold  the  law .... 

“They  asked  me  if  I  were  ho¬ 
mosexual,  and  I  said  I  was.  They 
asked  me  why  I  was  doing  this,  and 
I  said  that  I  did  not  recognize  the 
legitimacy  of  the  law .... 

“They  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to 
be  arrested.  I  said  no  one  in  their 
right  mind  wants  to  be  arrested, 
but  neither  did  I  want  to  shirk  my 
duty  to  flout  the  law  openly,  and 
to  be  true  to  the  spirit  of  civil  dis¬ 
obedience.  I  referred  to  my  letter, 
and  said  that  whether  or  not  they 
arrested  me,  I  would  gain 
something,  by  undermining  the 
law  or  by  creating  an  opportunity 
to  focus  attention  on  it,  and  to 
challenge  it. 

“They  asked  me  if  I  realized 
that  I  could  be  arrested  and  put  in 
jail,  that  the  courts  might  not  over¬ 
turn  the  law,  that  it  was  a  felony, 
and  that  prison  would  not  be 
pleasant,  and  I  said  that  I  did 
realize  it. 

“They  said  that  they  did  not  like 
to  receive  letters  like  this,  and  that 
this  wasn’t  the  right  way  to  try  to 
change  the  law.  I  said  that  I  dis¬ 
agreed,  and  thought  that  it  was  ex¬ 
actly  the  right  way  to  challenge  the 
law .... 

“They  asked  me  repeatedly  to 
describe  what  sexual  acts  I  was 
committing,  saying  that  they  were 
mostly  just  curious,  and  I  said  I 
preferred  not  to  go  beyond  the 
description  in  my  letter.  Their  ca¬ 
joling  and  persistence  in  asking 
gave  me  some  suspicions  that  there 
was  a  hint  of  voyeurism  in  their 
curiosity. 


“They  said  that  things  were 
changing,  and  that  they  thought 
that  I  was  not  giving  straight  peo¬ 
ple  enough  credit.  I  said  that  I 
thought  I  could  not  be  withholding 
too  much  credit,  or  there  would 
not  be  such  things  as  sodomy  laws 
in  existence  for  me  to  protest. 

“They  finally  said  that  they 
were  never  going  to  break  into  my 
bedroom  to  see  what  I  was  doing, 
regardless  of  what  I  said  or 
wrote ....  They  nonetheless  main¬ 
tained  that  they  would  uphold  the 
law  and  make  arrests  if  they  saw  an 
act  in  progress,  and  that  if  I 
wanted  to  be  arrested,  I  would 
have  to  come  down  to  the  station 
and  perform  an  act  in  front  of 
them.” 

*  *  * 

Tom  declined  the  proposition. 
His  protest  concerned  the  sodomy 
law,  not  laws  about  public  sex. 

The  Annotative  Laws  of 
Massachusetts  lists,  under 
“Crimes  Against  Chastity, 
Morality,  Etc.,”  a  law  against 
“Sodomy  and  Buggery.” 

The  law  says,  “Whoever  com¬ 
mits  the  abominable  and  de¬ 
testable  crime  against  nature, 
either  with  mankind  or  with  a 
beast,  shall  be  punished  by  im¬ 
prisonment  in  the  state  prison  for 
not  more  than  twenty  years.” 

Specifically,  this  two  hundred- 
year-old  law  prohibits  butt- 
fucking  and  bestiality.  Kevin 
Cathcart  of  the  Boston-based  Gay 
and'  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders  (GLAD),  knows  of  only 
two  arrests  and  no  convictions 
under  this  law  in  the  past  year. 
There  were  no  arrests  in  the 
previous  five  years. 

Cathcart  noted  that  the  law 
makes  no  mention  of  gender  or 
marital  status,  and  could  the¬ 
oretically  be  used  against  women 
or  married  couples.  He  knows  of 
no  such  use. 

Tom  would  not  say  what  he  was 
actually  doing.  But  unless  he  was 
engaged  in  “anal  intercourse”  or 
bestiality,  he  was  not  breaking  the 

Continued  on  page  12 


Papal  committee  revving  up 

A  Sorry  Tale  of  Sisters 


Sister  Sadie  Sadie  (L)  at  Papal  Welcoming  Committee  press  conference, 


Mission  Dolores,  S.  F.,  January  9. 

conference,  designed  to  build 
momentum  for  the  protest  of 
the  scheduled  visit  of 
Pope  John  Paul  II  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  on  September  17  and  18,  drew 
both  media  attention  and  the 
wrath  of  other  sisters.  A  group  of 
gay  nuns  who  say  they  are  the  real 
SPI  attended  the  conference  carry¬ 
ing  signs  that  read,  “We  protest 
the  unlawful  use  of  our  name”  and 
“Pope  Stay  Home.” 

According  to  the  Sentinel  of  San 
Francisco,  the  sisters  split  up  last 


year  when  Chanel  2001  threw  a  pie 
in  the  face  of  former  SPI  leader 
Sister  Boom  Boom.  The  camps 
have  yet  to  patch  things  up  and  the 
so-called  official  SPI  has  even 
threatened  a  restraining  order  on 
the  use  of  their  name  by  Sadie 
Sadie  and  Chanel  2001. 

While  the  fate  of  the  warring 
sisters  remains  unknown,  the 
papal  committee  is  revving  up  for 
a  glorious  greeting  to  “our  ailing 
sister  pope  John  Paul  Two  from 
Continued  on  page  12 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“The  family  is  the  most  violent  group  in  society, 
with  the  exception  of  the  police  and  the  military.” 

— Dr.  Richard  J.  Gelles,  a  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Rhode  Island  sociologist,  as  quoted  in  Parents 
magazine  via  the  Trentonian. 

*  *  * 

Gelles  added,  “You  are  more  likely  to  get  killed, 
injured,  or  physically  attacked  in  your  home  by  some¬ 
one  you  are  related  to  than  in  any  other  context ....  In 
fact,  if  violence  were  a  communicable  disease,  like 
swine  flu,  the  government  would  consider  it  an 
epidemic.” 

Parents  magazine  notes  that  “as  many  as  16 
million  Americans  are  assaulted  each  year  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  own  families.  However,  since  these 
figures  are  based  on  reports  filed  by  family  members 
themselves,  researchers  believe  the  statistics  only 
hint  at  more  extensive  unreported  violence.” 


mexican  macho  tips 

MEXICO  CITY  —  Macho-Tips,  the  first  gay 
publication  to  be  sold  on  Mexican  newsstands,  made 
its  debut  here  in  mid-1986.  Still  going  strong  in  1987, 
the  monthly  magazine  features  a  variety  of  articles, 
including  news,  book  reviews,  cultural,  humor  and 
AIDS-information  pieces  and  even  a  token  lesbian 
column. 

To  subscribe  for  six  months,  send  4,500  pesos  or 
$18  to  Macho  Internacional,  S.  A.  de  C.  V.,  Apartado 
Postal  6-780,  Mexico  D.  F„  Mexico. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


suspended  priest  may  take 
case  to  court 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Charles  Curran,  a  priest 
who  has  been  condemned  by  the  Vatican  for  his 
liberal  views  on  sexual  ethics,  announced  January  12 
he  had  been  suspended  for  teaching  at  the  Vatican- 
chartered  Catholic  University  of  America. 

Curran  has  been  under  attack  by  the  church  for 
years  because  of  his  dissent  from  doctrine  on  issues 
of  homosexuality,  birth  control  and  divorce. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the  priest 
originally  pledged  to  fight  the  university  authorities  to 
retain  his  teaching  position,  but  on  January  15  said 
that  he  will  accept  the  immediate  suspension. 
However,  Curran  suggested  he  may  eventually  take 
legal  action  against  Archbishop  James  Hickey, 
chancellor  of  the  university. 

The  suspension  followed  a  seven-year  Vatican- 
sponsored  investigation  of  Curran.  Last  August,  the 
Vatican  informed  him  that  his  authorization  to  teach 
as  a  Catholic  theologian  was  being  repealed.  Arch¬ 
bishop  Hickey  then  began  procedures  for  revoking 
that  “canonical  mission.” 

Curran  said  the  suspension  flies  in  the  face  of 
recommendations  he  had  received  from  other  school 
officials  and  shows  a  “lack  of  appreciation  for  the 
needs  and  rights  of  students.” 

—  Ben  Robbins 


lesbian  ‘innuendo’  in  bell  jar  movie 

BOSTON  —  A  Harvard  psychiatrist  who  claims 
to  have  been  the  basis  for  a  character  in  Sylvia  Plath’s 
book,  The  Bell  Jar,  has  brought  a  defamation  suit  in 
U.  S.  District  Court  against  producers  of  a  movie 
based  on  the  novel.  In  opening  arguments  in  the  case 
on  January  21,  attorney  for  psychiatrist  Jane  V. 
Anderson  told  the  eight-member  jury  that  “the  sug¬ 
gestion,  the  innuendo,  that  Jane  Anderson  is  a 
homosexual,  or  had  homosexual  tendencies,  is  a 
cruel,  insensitive,  uncaring  lie.” 

Attorney  Harry  Manion  III,  who  alleged  that  film¬ 
makers  spiced  up  the  novel  for  the  1979  movie,  said 
the  Avco  Embassy  Pictures  film  shows  the  character 
portraying  Anderson  placing  the  Plath  character’s 
hair  in  her  mouth.  At  another  point,  the  Anderson 
character  proposes  the  two  women  make  a  lovers’ 
suicide  pact.  Manion  said  Anderson  would  testify 
that  “she  never  had  any  sexual  contact  with  any 
woman.” 

The  defamation  suit  names  as  defendatns:  Avco 
Embassy  Pictures;  Time-Life  films,  which  broadcast 
the  movie  on  television;  Vestron  Inc.,  which  made  the 
movie  into  video  cassette;  the  film’s  director  and 
screen  writer  and  Plath’s  husband,  Ted  Hughes,  who 
sold  the  movie  rights  to  the  novel. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


boston  harassment 

BOSTON  —  A  number  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  reportedly  been  harassed  near  the  vicinity  of  the 
Boylston  Street  Fire  Station.  French  Wall,  a  staff  per¬ 
son  for  gay  city  councillor  David  Scondras,  is 
documenting  such  incidents.  If  you  or  someone  you 
know  has  been  harassed  in  that  area,  you  can  contact 
Wall  at  (617)  725-4225. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


the  new  dior 

CINCINNATI  —  December  readers  of  Cincinnati 
magazine  and  Columbus  monthly  were  treated  to  a 
sleepwear  ad  depicting  two  women  on  a  bed  together, 
one  gazing  at  the  other,  accompanied  by  the  text, 
“The  stuff  fairy  tales  are  made  of . .  .My  happily-ever- 
after. .  .just  look  at  her.  My  spirit  soars  at  the  mere 
sight _ Only  Christian  Dior  for  my  princess.” 

Lazarus  Department  Stores,  the  Federated 
Department  Stores,  Inc.  unit  that  ran  the  ad,  originally 
planned  to  use  a  photograph  showing  a  man  and  a 
woman  together,  but  substituted  the  photo  of  the 
female  duo  in  order  to  advertise  two  women’s 
garments.  Nobody  rechecked  the  appropriateness  of 
the  text  after  the  switch,  according  to  a  Lazarus 
spokeswoman. 

Apparently  the  ad  succeeded  in  striking,  an  in¬ 
timate  tone.  The  Wall  Street  Journal  reported  that 
several  readers  called  the  magazines  and  the  store  to 
object  and  at  least  one  threatened  to  cancel  her  sub¬ 
scription  if  “there’s  any  more  of  this.”  Despite  all  the 
controversy,  the  magazine  publishers  say  they  saw 
no  problems  with  the  ad. 

Ann  Overturf,  publisher  of  another  glossy  city 
magazine,  Indianapolis,  expressed  sympathy  for  the 
Cincinnati  and  Columbus  publishers,  noting,  "You 
know,  usually  you're  watching  [ads]  to  see  if  there’s 
too  much  flesh  showing. . ..  I’m  from  the  old  school. 
When  you’re  busy  watching  for  the  old  school  stuff, 
you  may  miss  the  new  school  stuff.” 

—  Barbara  Siegel 


pwa  allowed  at  st.  pat’s  wedding 

NEW  YORK  —  Officials  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  this  city  will  allow  a  man  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  to  marry  a  woman  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral,  overruling  an  earlier  decision  to  bar  such  a 
ceremony  because  of  fears  that  he  might  transmit  the 
disease  to  others,  according  to  a  report  in  the  New 
York  Times. 

David  Hefner  and  his  wife  Maria  l.ad  originally 
been  granted  permission  to  have  the  religious 
ceremony  at  the  Cathedral  by  an  associate  pastor. 
The  decision  was  reversed  by  the  Cathedral’s  rector, 
Msgr.  James  F.  Rigney.  According  to  Rigney,  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  deny  permission  was  based  on  his  judgement 
that  persons  in  “live-threatening  situations”  would 
best  be  served  in  their  local  parishes  rather  than  at 
the  Cathedral.  This  policy  does  not  apply  to  those 
with  other  terminal  illnesses  such  as  cancer.  Hefner 
had  informed  officials  at  the  Cathedral  that  he  was 
gay  prior  to  his  relationship  with  his  wife. 

The  final  decision  to  allow  the  ceremony  came 
after  a  review  of  the  case  by  New  York  Archbishop 
John  Cardinal  O’Connor. 

—  Don  Hill 


aaa  in  step 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  American  Anthropo¬ 
logical  Association  (AAA)  decided,  by  a  mail  vote  of 
1798  to  179  to  protect  its  members  from  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  The  vote,  an¬ 
nounced  by  AAA  staffer  Chris  Malec  late  last  year, 
ratifies  “first  reading”  passage  of  the  measure  at  the 
1985  annual  meeting  in  December,  1985. 

Passage  of  the  resolution,  which  added  age  and 
physical  disability,  as  well  as  sexual  orientation  to 
protected  categories,  puts  anthropology  in  step  with 
psychiatry,  psychology,  political  science,  history  and 
sociology.  Among  the  social  science  associations, 
only  economics  is  now  a  holdout. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


mona  leo 

PARIS  —  Artist  and  computer  technician  Lillian 
Schwartz  has  proposed  what  may  be  the  most 
creative  theory  yet  explaining  the  enigmatic  and  cap¬ 
tivating  smile  of  the  Mona  Lisa:  Mona  Lisa  is  actually 
Mona  Leo.  Schwartz,  writing  in  Art  and  Antiques 
magazine  in  late  December,  concluded  that  the  model 
for  the  much-admired  portrait  was  none  other  than 
Leonardo  da  Vinci  himself. 

Within  hours  of  the  disclosure  of  the  latest  in  a 
500-year-old  series  of  Mona  Lisa  theories,  cocktail 
parties  and  elevators  were  abuzz  with  the  news,  and 
crowds  at  the  Louvre  in  Paris  swelled  around  the  pain¬ 
ting. 

Using  a  computer  to  juxtapose  a  self-portrait  of 
Leonardo  as  an  old  man  with  an  image  of  the  Mona 
Lisa,  Schwartz  observed  that  all  of  the  major  facial 
features  —  the  nose,  eyes,  the  forehead,  the  mouth  — 
aligned  almost  perfectly.  The  historical  facts,  she 
argued,  bolster  her  theory.  Although  legend  identifies 
the  Mona  Lisa  sitter  as  the  wife  of  a  Florentine  mer¬ 
chant,  Francesco  del  Giocondo,  the  theory  remains 
unproven.  Furthermore,  Schwartz  notes,  Leonardo 
worked  on  the  painting  in  Milan  and  later  in  France, 
so  that  he  would  have  been  the  only  consistent  model. 

Schwartz  also  suggested  that  Leonardo’s  homo¬ 
sexuality,  which  is  historically  undisputed,  may  have 
motivated  him  to  create  the  cryptic  portrait.  Keith 
Christiansen,  associate  curator  of  European  pain¬ 
tings  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  commented 
in  the  New  York  Times  that  in  the  last  decade,  both 
scholarly  interpretations  and  popular  notions  of  great 
Renaissance  art  have  increasingly  taken  the  ho¬ 
mosexuality  of  the  artists  into  account.  “You  have 
Caravaggio,  the  homosexual  outcast;  Michelangelo, 
the  tortured  romantic  homosexual;  and  Leonardo  as 
the  solitary  genius  isolated  by  homosexual  dreams 
that  he  couldn’t  share,”  says  Christiansen,  although 
he  dismisses  such  interpretations  as  a  projection  of 
1986  values  onto  15th-  and  16th-century  artists. 

Sir  Kenneth  Clark,  who  wrote  what  is  considered 
a  definitive  essay  on  the  Mona  Lisa  in  Burlington 
magazine  in  1973,  also  interpreted  the  portrait  in  light 
of  Leonardo’s  sexuality.  While  not  casting  the  artist 
in  a  stereotyped,  angst-ridden  role,  Sir  Kenneth  did 
argue  that  Leonardo’s  sexuality  left  a  trace  in  the 
work.  In  Sir  Kenneth’s  words,  “Leonardo,  who  could 
depict  a  fiery  ascetic  of  the  desert  with  a  smile  and  a 
gesture  of  feminine  allurement,  was  quite  capable  of 
transferring  the  attributes  of  one  sex  to  the  other,  and 
of  expressing  some  of  his  obsession  with  Salai’s  [his 
young  homosexual  assistant]  smile  in  the  smile  of  the 
Mona  Lisa." 

—  Barbara  Siegel 


news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


Gay  Community  News,  January  25-31  1987  •  Page  3 


Boston  Gay /Lesbian  Labor 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  first  meeting 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Ac¬ 
tivists  Networking  Today 
(GALLANT)  was  held  on  January 
14.  Twenty  people  attended  the 
meeting,  discussing  possible  roles 
for  the  organization  and  the  need 
for  more  outreach  within  the 
Boston-area  labor  and  lesbian  and 
gay  communities. 

“It’s  a  somewhat  historic 
event,”  said  Nancy  Marks,  an 
organizer  for  the  Service  Em¬ 
ployees  International  Union, 
Local  509  and  one  of  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  event.  “This  has 
been  needed  for  so  long.  The  fact 
that  it’s  happening  now  says 
something  about  how  much  gay 
people  are  currently  under  fire.” 

Possibilities  for  GALLANT’S 
future  include  creating  a  social 
support  network  for  lesbian  and 
gay  labor  activists;  organizing 


specific  campaigns  such  as  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  Coors  beer;  becoming  a 
resource  for  labor  activists  who  are 
trying  to  get  good  contract 
language  regarding  sexual  pref¬ 
erence;  doing  AIDS  education  for 
unions;  raising  consciousness 
around  issues  of  class  and  labor  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community; 
and  providing  a  visible  lesbian  and 
gay  presence  in  picket  lines. 

“Those  of  us  who  are  lesbian  or 
gay  and  active  in  union  work 
would  like  to  bring  those  separate 
parts  of  our  work  together  more,” 
commented  Gerry  Scoppettuolo, 
another  GALLANT  organizer. 

The  division  between  labor 
work  and  maintaining  a  lesbian  or 
gay  identity  can  be  difficult,  con¬ 
curred  Marks.  Marks  said  her  mo¬ 
tivation  to  help  organize 
GALLANT  came  partly  from  feel¬ 
ing  she  constantly  had  to  make 


“decisions  about  when  to  come 
out  and  how  to  present  myself  to 
people  I  was  organizing.”  “I  am 
working  in  a  progressive  local  and 
I  was  scared  of  coming  out,”  add¬ 
ed  Marks.  “If  I  was  scared,  what 
must  it  be  like  for  gay  brothers  and 
sisters  [in  less  progressive 
unions?]” 

Conversely,  it  is  often  not  easy 
to  discuss  labor  and  class  issues  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
said  Harneen  Chernow,  an  organ¬ 
izer  for  District  65  United  Auto 
Workers.  Chernow  also  helped  to 
organize  GALLANT.  “There’s  a 
real  vacuum  in  talking  with  gay 
people  about  class  and  labor 
issues,”  she  said.  “Sometimes 
with  gay  poeple  I  just  assume  they 
have  consciousness  around  worker 
issues,  but  they  don’t.  It’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  have  a  credible  organiza¬ 
tion  to  do  educational  work  in  the 


Celebrating  Martin  Luther  King 

Lesbian  Activist  Receives 
Boston  Rainbow  Award 


By  Don  Hill 

BOSTON  —  Sarah  Holmes,  an 
organizer  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC)  and 
an  outspoken  critic  of 
Massachusetts  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis’  policy  on  foster  care,  is 
the  recipient  of  the  Boston  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition’s  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Constituency  Council  award  for 
1986. 

One  of  seventeen  bestowed 
upon  Boston  community  activists, 
the  award  was  presented  at  the 
Coalition’s  Second  Annual  Rain¬ 
bow  Leadership  Banquet  held  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
at  Boston  University  on  January 
18,  1987.  Keynote  speaker  for  the 
event  was  U.S.  Representative 
John  Conyers,  Jr.,  the  Detroit 
Democrat. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee,  Holmes  has  been  active  in 
progressive  politics  in  Boston  for 
the  past  six  years.  She  has  worked 
with  the  Boston  Feminist  Coali¬ 
tion  and  the  Somerville  Women 
Against  Rape/Safehouse  Program 
and  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
National  Steering  Committee  for 
the  October  1987  Gay  and  Lesbian 
March  on  Washington.  Holmes 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Rosie 
Jimenez  Day  Committee,  a  pro¬ 
gressive  coalition  that  organized  to 
defeat  last  November’s  anti¬ 
abortion  referendum  here. 

The  Boston  Rainbow  Coalition 
and  Rainbow  Multiversity  —  the 
Coalition’s  educational  arm  —  are 
outgrowths  of  the  1983  mayoral 
candidacy  of  long-time  Black  com- 


Sarah  Holmes 


munity  activist  Mel  King.  The 
Coalition  draws  its  membership 
from  virtually  every  part  of  the  city 
and  includes  many  gay  and  lesbian 
activists. 

Other  award  recipients  include 
Carol  Doherty,  the  director  of  the 
Campaign  for  Choice,  another 
group  formed  to  fight  the  anti¬ 
abortion  referendum;  the  Greater 
Roxbury  Incorporation  Project, 
leaders  in  the  controversial  fight  to 
carve  a  separate  city  from  Boston’s 
minority  districts;  and  Joyce  I. 
King,  chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Roxbury  Community  College  who 
received  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  Award  for  her  efforts  to 
fight  for  the  ideals  of  the  slain  civil 
rights  leader. 


L-R:  Pat  Cusick,  press  secretary  of  Rainbow  Multiversity;  Joyce  I. 
King,  winner  of  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  award,  and  Carmelo  Ig- 
lesias,  winner  of  citywide  award  for  education. 


Canadian  Customs 


Continued from  page  l 

of  Gay  Sex  included  “explicit” 
diagrams  which  were  “not 
necessary  to  the  text,”  insisted 
Customs. 

Witnesses  for  the  prosecution 
focused  on  the  merits  of  the  book, 
said  Campbell.  They  included  co¬ 
author  of  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex, 
Charles  Silverstein;  Canadian  sex 
researcher,  Ronald  Langavin; 
well-known  Canadian  sex  ther¬ 
apist,  Beryl  Chernick;  and  the 
former  president  of  the  Canadian 
Book  Publishers  Association,  Karl 
Siegler. 

According  to  Silverstein,  Camp¬ 
bell  asked  him  in  court  “why  Ed¬ 
mund  [White]  and  I  wrote  the 
book.”  It’s  meant  to  “educate 
people  coming  out  about  gay 
life,”  explained  Campbell.  “It’s  a 
book  about  gay  life.  There  are 
more  topics  in  the  book  about 
non-sexual  matters  than  sexual 


matters.” 

Campbell  said  he  is 
“optimistic”  about  the  outcome 
of  the  case.  “We  feel  very  good 
about  having  gone  through  this,” 
commented  Moldenhauer.  “We 
just  don’t  know  what’s  going  to 
happen  in  the  next  two  months 
[while  awaiting  Judge  Hawkins 
decision.]”  In  light  of  the  constant 
seizures  of  books  by  Customs, 
“survival  is  very  difficult,”  added 
Moldenhauer. 

This  court  case  is  merely  the  tip 
of  the  iceberg  in  gay  and  lesbian 
book  stores’  fight  against  Cana¬ 
dian  Customs.  According  to  the 
CCACC,  almost  no  gay  or  lesbian 
magazines  gain  entry  to  Canada 
due  to  harassment  by  Customs. 
Last  summer.  Customs  seized 
$10,000  worth  of  Glad  Day’s 
books,  magazines  and  greeting 
cards.  In  December  of  last  year, 


Little  Sister’s  Books,  a  gay 
bookstore  in  Vancouver,  en¬ 
countered  unprecedented  seizures. 
Books  banned  included  titles  by 
Oscar  Wilde,  John  Lehman,  and 
Allen  Ginsberg.  Translations  of 
poetry  from  ancient  Greece,  The 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex,  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex,  and  issues  of  the  Ad¬ 
vocate  were  also  seized.  JoAnn 
Loulan’s  book,  Lesbian  Sex  has 
also  been  seized  by  Customs  a 
number  of  times. 

The  current  case  is  expected  to 
cost  at  least  $15,000.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  or  to  contribute  funds, 
write  Canadian  Committee 
Against  Customs  Censorship,  c/o 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  598A 
Younge  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada  M4Y  1Z3. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Network 

gay  community.” 

While  GALLANT’S  first 
meeting  was  mostly  made  up  of 
workers  in  human  service  unions 
and  union  organizers,  Chernow 
said  they  hope  to  reach  more  rank- 
and-file  union  members  as  well  as 
non-union  workers  who  need  a 


Forms 


support  system. 

The  next  meeting,  a  potluck, 
will  be  held  on  February  1 1  at  6:30 
at  145  Tremont  Street  on  the  7th 
floor.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Harneen  Chernow  at  (617) 
262-6333. 


Mass,  activists  positive 

Home  Care 
for  PWAs 


By  Sharon  Haase 

BOSTON  —  AIDS  activists 
are  reacting  positively  to  a  state 
grant  of  $240,000  for  the  care 
of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs) 
in  their  homes.  The  Dukakis 
administration  allocation  will 
be  divided  among  eight  home 
health  care  agencies  in  the 
state,  and  will  pay  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  hiring  of  specialists  in 
home  care  for  PWAs. 

Many  of  the  over  300  PWAs 
in  Massachusetts  would  prefer 
to  be  cared  for  at  home,  but  are 
often  forced  to  be  hospitalized 
due  to  lack  of  home  health  care 
staff  who  are  willing  and  able 
to  treat  them. 

The  new  program,  which  was 
developed  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  of  Boston  in 
conjunction  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  is 
modelled  on  several  already  in 
existence  in  San  Francisco. 

Larry  Kessler,  executive 
director  of  the  AAC,  said  the 
program  is  important  because  it 
will  help  fill  in  some  of  the 
cracks  in  the  health  care  system 
through  which  PWAs  often 


fall.  One  problem  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  is  an  often  lengthy  in¬ 
terval  between  the  time  of  a 
PWA’s  release  from  a  hospital 
and  visits  by  home  health 
workers.  Another  problem  is 
the  failure  of  many  home 
health  care  workers  to  show  up 
for  assignments  with  PWAs  — 
a  situation  hopefully  to  be 
remedied  by  the  program’s 
educational  component. 

Kessler  also  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  sum  allotted, 
noting  that  next  year’s  budget 
leaves  enough  leeway  for  addi¬ 
tional  funding  if  necessary. 

David  Aronstein,  Director  of 
Client  Services  at  the  AAC, 
also  called  the  program 
“helpful,”  but  said  home  care 
is  only  part  of  the  services 
PWAs  need.  “[Home  health 
care]  must  be  seen  as  part  of  a 
continuum  of  medical  services, 
including  good  in-  and  out¬ 
patient  care.”  Aronstein  said 
people  who  are  not  acutely  ill, 
but  who  require  some 
assistance  will  still  fall  through 
the  cracks. 


Controversy  over  sex  ed. 

BBC  Scraps 
Gay  Drama 


By  Ben  Robbins 

LONDON  —  Due  to  polit¬ 
ical  pressure,  the  British  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  (BBC)  has 
scrapped  plans  to  air  a  two-part 
drama  about  homosexuality 
aimed  at  high  school  students. 
According  to  the  Times  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  decision  was 
precipitated  by  a  public  outcry 
against  sex  education  in  the 
schools,  spurred  in  part  by  the 
Thatcher  government. 

The  cancelled  program, 
called  Mates,  was  to  air  in 
February  as  part  of  the  BBC’s 
School  TV  educational  series. 
The  series  has  dealt  with  such 
issues  as  teenage  pregnancy, 
mental  illness  and  football 
violence. 

Mates  portrays  two  17-year- 
old  boys  who  run  away  from 
home  and  school  to  pursue  a 
relationship  with  each  other. 
The  boys  sleep  together,  and 
exchange  one  brief  kiss;  no  ex¬ 
plicit  sexual  activity  is  included. 

According  to  a  BBC  spokes¬ 
woman,  the  recent  “heated 
public  debate  about  sex  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools,”  would 
have  made  it  “difficult  for 
many  teachers  to  use  these  pro¬ 
grams  [Mates]  in  the  manner 
intended.”  The  focus  of  that 
debate  was  school  use  of  a 
children’s  book  about  a  gay 
parent.  The  book,  Jenny  Lives 
with  Eric  and  Martin,  was 
targeted  for  removal  by  Educa¬ 
tion  Secretary  Kenneth  Baker, 
who  called  it  homosexual  pro- 


propoganda.  Twenty-six  other 
school  books  believed  to  under¬ 
mine  “traditional”  values  were 
also  comdemned.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  14,  No.  22) 

Additional  pressure  on  the 
BBC  came  from  an  amendment 
of  the  Education  Bill,  ratified 
last  June,  which  states  that  sex 
education  must  be  placed  in  a 
“moral  or  family  context.” 
The  amendment  does  not,  how¬ 
ever,  explicitly  bar  open 
classroom  discussion  of 
homosexuality. 

Leslie  Stewart,  who  wrote 
the  screenplay  for  Mates,  ex¬ 
pressed  shock  at  the  BBC’s 
decision  to  shelf  the  program. 
“The  idea  of  writing  the  play,” 
he  explained,  “wasn’t  to  make 
life  awkward  for  teachers,  but 
to  get  people  in  a  school  en¬ 
vironment  to  face  up  to  the 
facts  that  homosexuality  does 
exist  among  teenagers,  does 
cause  a  lot  of  grief  and  can  lead 
directly  to  suicide  and  massive 
unhappiness.”  He  added, 
“The  idea  was  to  make  teachers 
and  teenagers  who  are  gay  not 
feel  so  desperate  about  it.” 

A  recent  Times  poll  indicated 
that  over  a  third  of  the  teachers 
interviewed  believed  that  ho¬ 
mosexuality  should  be  presented 
in  the  classroom  as  a  legitimate 
way  of  life.  Twenty-four  per¬ 
cent  of  those  polled  believed 
that  homosexuality  should  not 
be  taught  as  acceptable. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices - 

i  hear  it  still  unconventional  parenting  options 


in  the  sounds 
of  the  wind  blowing 

Dear  GCN: 

Please  don’t  get  the  impression  that  I  am  one 
who  feels  sorry  for  myself.  I  have  learned  that  life 
is  miserable  for  most  people  and  it  is  up  to  each 
and  every  one  of  us  to  make  the  best  of  each  day. 

I  was  born  into  this  world  alone,  and  then  was 
adopted  at  the  age  of  13  months  by  the  parents  I 
lived  with  until  my  years  in  foster  homes.  The 
relationship  was  not  close  and  many  relatives 
could  never  accept  me  as  a  part  of  the  family. 

My  father  was  a  career  marine,  very  much  an 
alcoholic,  and  never  home.  My  mother  was  very 
out-going  and  always  involved  with  church  and 
other  groups.  She  never  had  the  time  for  her 
children  either.  (I  have  one  other  brother, 
adopted,  also  gay,  but  also  ‘distant’.) 

Throughout  my  childhood  my  mother  was  very 
critical  with  me.  I  was  never  worthwhile.  At 
eleven  she  predicted  my  life  would  be  spent  in  jail, 
even  though  at  that  time  I  had  never  been  in  trou¬ 
ble.  1  was  involved  with  football,  band,  drama 
and  numerous  other  things,  but  I  was  never  good 
enough  and  my  parents  were  never  interested  in 
seeing  me  perform,  so  I  eventually  quit,  leading 
me  to  become  a  quitter.  It’s  as  though  I  can  hear 
her  in  the  sounds  of  the  wind  blowing. 

Up  to  this  time,  at  eleven  and  twelve,  1  was  liv¬ 
ing  a  happily  promiscuous  gay  life  with  many  of 
the  neighborhood  boys.  There  was  no  name  for  it 
at  that  time. 

At  the  end  of  my  seventh  grade  we  moved  from 
Albany,  Georgia,  to  Iron  Mountain,  Michigan, 
my  parents’  home  town.  This  move  seems  to  have 
had  a  dramatic  effect  on  me,  for  from  this  time  on 
1  went  on  a  constant  downhill  slide. 

Iron  Mt.  is  a  very  small  family  type  town,  very 
different  from  the  city  life  1  had  grown  up  in,  and 
different  from  the  South  altogether. 

Leaving  my  sexual  friends  behind  and  search¬ 
ing  for  more  left  me  very  much  alone  once  again. 
Reflecting  now,  I  can  even  remember  one  friend 
who  could  have  been  considered  a  lover,  had  we 
known. 

It  was  at  the  beginning  of  my  eighth  grade  when 
1  started  using  drugs.  Most  of  it  was  to  be  a  part  of 
a  crowd.  The  other  part  was  that  it  made  me  feel 
good.  It  helped  to  ease  thinking  of  sex  and  how 
different  I  was. 

The  first  time  I  ran  away  for  any  length  of  time 
I  discovered  the  ‘value’  of  sex.  Though  I  was  en¬ 
joying  myself,  I  still  could  never  admit  to  being 
gay.  After  nearly  2  months,  I  returned  home  on 
my  own  accord  with  the  knowledge  of  active  gay 
sex  all  over  except  home. 

After  returning,  things  only  grew  worse.  I  had 
no  one  to  turn  to.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next 
school  year  I  was  arrested  for  pot.  The  court 
made  me  do  community  service.  It  was  here  that  I 
would  find  refuge  over  the  next  year.  I  did  many 
odd  jobs  here,  from  desk  clerk  to  janitor.  I  could 
watch  people  swim  or  take  showers.  I  could  walk 
through  the  locker  rooms  whenever  the  urge 
came.  Needless  to  say  this  was  quite  often.  For  me 
it  was  heaven,  not  just  the  showers,  but  the  people 
and  friends  I  would  come  to  know.  It  was  my  new 
home. 

After  ninth  grade  was  over,  my  rebelliousness 
was  “uncontrollable”  (at  home).  From  hereon  in 
1  spent  the  next  two  years  in  five  foster  homes  and 
institutions.  In  one  I  fell  deeply  in  love  and  the 
emotions  were  uncontrollable  and  it  didn’t  work 
out  so  I  overdosed,  and  eventually  decided  to 
come  out  to  a  counselor,  who  responded  that  1 
was  only  going  through  a  stage.  So  I  shut  up 
again. 

Eventually  1  was  sent  to  another  “training” 
school  and  I  promptly  ran  away  and  was  arrested. 

I  was  threatened  with  far  worse  “treatment”  if  I 
didn’t  “slow  down”  and  so  I  tried  and  was  sent  to 
a  new  drug  treatment  program.  It  consisted  of  run¬ 
ning  every  morning  and  writing  the  effects  of 
drugs  300  times.  On  the  third  day  I  was  caught 
high  on  glue  and  received  numerous  restrictions.  I 
ran  away  again  the  next  night. 

I  don’t  claim  to  be  “innocent”  (is  anyone?)  of 
all  the  charges,  nor  do  I  claim  to  be  an  angel .  I  ran 
from  my  problems  all  the  time. 

At  this  point  in  time  1  have  solved  many  of  my 
“problems”  and  have  matured  some.  But  with  a 
track  record  like  mine,  only  my  past  is  what 
people  look  at,  the  bad  parts. 

There’s  so  much  more  that  goes  in  between  the 
lines  here  but  it  would  take  me  forever  to  write 
this  letter  and  it’s  long  enough  as  it  is! 

According  to  the  State  of  Michigan’s  files  I 
have  some  sort  of  disorder,  but  no  one  seems  to 
agree  on  what  it  is.  And  still  there  are  a  few  who 
think  I’m  pretty  well  ‘together’  but  they  don’t 
count.  At  times  a  lot  of  these  opinions  make  me 
have  doubts  about  myself  and  questions  whether 
or  not  I  am  a  little  off  upstairs.  Sometimes  it’s 
rather  difficult  to  convince  myself  that  1  am 
worthwhile,  intelligent,  not  sick  or  perverted. 
And  so  the  story  goes. 

All  I  want  is  to  be  known  for  who  I  really  am.  I 
want  to  be  my  own  person.  I  want  my  pride  where 
it  belongs.  I  want  to  erase  all  these  prejudicial 
comments  and  opinions  from  my  life.  I  want 
justice.  (I  wouldn’t  mind  a  penpal  either.) 

Thank  you  again  for  all  of  your  support, 

Ron  Rousseau 
171281 

2400  S.  Sheridan 
Muskegon,  Ml  49442 


Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  a  Letter  to  the  Editor 
(Jan.  4-10,  1987)  entitled  “Lesbians  Falling  for 
Motherhood.”  This  letter  criticized  an  earlier  let¬ 
ter  of  mine  which  had  suggested  that  gay  women 
consider  biological  parenting,  through  sperm 
donations,  as  an  alternative  to  foster  parenting. 
The  author  argued  that  motherhood  for  gay 
women  would  trap  them  in  unfulfilling  roles, 
would  represent  an  attempt  to  appease  straights 
by  seeming  more  conventional,  would  be  rooted 
in  narcissism,  and  would  produce  overpopula¬ 
tion. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  suggest  that  all  gay 
women  should  desire  to  be  mothers,  or  that  those 
who  do  not  are  somehow  inferior.  The  author 
protests  prejudice  toward  persons  who  prefer  to 
be  childless,  but  she  is  herself  being  just  as  pre- 
judical  toward  the  motives  of  those  who  do  desire 
children. 

I  would  not  think  that  gay  parenting  could  be 
viewed  as  submission  to  the  whims  of  conven¬ 
tionality,  because  there  are  few  things  to  invoke 
more  fear  and  suspicion  in  most  homophobes 
than  the  thought  of  gays  having  intimate  contact 
with  children.  Gay  parents  are  doubly  unconven¬ 
tional  because  they  deviate  not  only  from  the 
societal  expectations  for  heterosexuality,  but  also 


Dear  GCN: 

The  debate  over  S  &  M  at  the  Mount  Holyoke 
“Feminism,  Sexuality  and  Power”  Symposium 
on  October  25-30  involved  the  same  argument 
that  has  come  up  before,  every  time  this  issue  is 
discussed  in  GCN.  The  opponents  of  S  &  M 
always  argue  that  anyone  who  play  acts  at 
dominating  or  being  dominated  by  another  must 
have  been  somehow  influenced  by  the  values  of 
this  oppressive  society  and  is  more  likely  to 
engage  in  this  type  of  behavior  in  reality,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  political  causes  they  have  spent  their  life 
defending. 

An  argument  that  I  have  never  seen  raised  in 
this  debate,  but  which  poses  a  real  problem  for 
those  who  claim  that  S  &  M  is  somehow  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  patriarchy  or  capitalism  or 
whatever,  is  the  question  of  how  S  &  M  can  exist  in 
many  non-western  societies.  Clellan  S.  Ford  and 
Frank  A.  Beach  describe  biting,  scratching  and 
hair  pulling  as  typical  concomitants  of  sexual  in¬ 
tercourse  among  the  Siriono,  Choroti,  Apinaye, 
Ponapeans,  Trukese,  Toda  and  Trobriand 
Islanders.  According  to  Bronislaw  Malinowski, 
while  both  sexes  among  the  Trobrianders  inflict 
pain  during  intercourse,  the  women  are  the  more 
active  and  “only  women  may  actually  lacerate 
their  lovers.” 

Ford  and  Beach  state  that  several  generaliza¬ 
tions  may  be  made  about  the  human  societies  in 
which  the  use  of  painful  stimulation  is  a  typical 
part  of  sexual  intercourse.  The  first  is  that  both 
sexes  apply  painful  stimulation  in  all  of  these 
societies.  The  second  is  that  such  societies  are  in¬ 
variably  cultures  in  which  children  and  adoles¬ 
cents  are  allowed  a  great  deal  of  sexual  freedom. 

Ford  and  Beach  also  report  that  physically  ag¬ 
gressive  behavior  forms  an  integral  part  of  the 
sexual  pattern  for  many  non-human  species  in¬ 
cluding  jewel  fish,  fence  lizards,  chameleons, 
shrews,  bats,  rabbits,  fishers,  cats,  lions,  sheep, 
horses,  elephant  seals,  sea  lions,  mink,  marten, 
sable,  baboons,  macaque  monkeys  and,  to  some 
extent,  chimpanzees.  Although  among  non-hu¬ 
man  species  it  is  usually  the  male  who  is  physically 
aggressive  during  copulation,  female  sea  lions 
grip  the  male’s  neck  in  their  teeth  before 
copulating.  Although  the  opponents  of  S  &  M 


from  the  popular  concepts  as  to  how  a  gay  person 
lives. 

I  suspect  that  there  is  commonly  at  least  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  narcissism  in  wanting  to  have  children, 
but  1  do  not  take  such  a  harshly  judgmental  view 
of  the  fact.  There  is  probably  also  a  common  ele¬ 
ment  of  narcissism  in  a  person’s  choice  of  a  lover. 
Should  persons  be  criticized  for  wanting  lovers?  I 
think  that  this  becomes  a  fault  only  if  it  is  an  ex¬ 
clusive  motive  or  is  carried  to  excess.  Wanting 
children,  for  some  people,  is  a  human  desire  no 
less  than  the  desire  for  a  lover. 

I  am  not  “totally  unaware”  of  the  world  over¬ 
population  problem,  and  have  in  fact  been  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  Planned  Parenthood  and  Zero  Popula¬ 
tion  Growth.  Overpopulation  does  not  put  an  ob¬ 
ligation  on  everyone  to  have  no  children.  I  think 
that  the  best  solution  is  in  such  things  as  volun¬ 
tary  limitation  of  family  size,  and  combatting  of 
religious  opposition  to  birth  control  in  Third 
World  countries. 

My  letter  was  not  urging  everyone  to  want  to 
have  children.  My  intent  was  that  gay  women  who 
do  want  children  realize  the  more  unconventional 
options. 

Preston  Viner 
Stoughton,  MA 


might  wish  to  argue  that  the  patriarchy  exists  in 
even  the  non-western  societies  mentioned  by  Ford 
and  Beach,  it  would  be  difficult  to  argue  that 
female  sea  lions  have  somehow  bought  into  the 
values  of  the  patriarchy. 

The  sensible  response  to  this  data  would  be  to 
conclude  that  any  sexual  behavior  that  is  mutual¬ 
ly  consensual  and  does  not  harm  others  is  part  of 
the  normal  repertoire  of  human  sexuality  and  we 
should  not  try  to  reject  it  simply  because  it 
doesn’t  fit  into  some  preconceived  theory.  How¬ 
ever,  many  people  in  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  com¬ 
munities  still  accept  this  society’s  sexual  stan¬ 
dards,  which  have  traditionally  condemned  all 
forms  of  sex  except  heterosexual  intercourse  bet¬ 
ween  a  married  couple  in  the  missionary  position 
and  in  which  both  are  above  whatever  is  the  local 
arbitrarily  set  age  of  consent.  Such  people  in  our 
community  have  only  amended  this  standard  to 
the  extent  of  permitting  Gay  or  Lesbian  sexuality. 

And  the  bigotry  of  some  Gays  and  Lesbians 
against  sexual  minorities  in  our  own  community 
is  very  like  that  of  straight  bigots  against  Gays 
and  Lesbians.  I  myself  can  testify  to  this  from 
personal  experience  since,  after  coming  out  as  be¬ 
ing  turned  on  by  S  &  M  during  a  debate  on  this 
subject  in  one  of  the  local  Gay  and  Lesbian 
papers  in  Minneapolis,  I  received  one  anonymous 
and  insulting  telephone  call  and  an  anonymous 
and  insulting  letter  from  someone  who  tried  to 
cause  additional  trouble  by  typing  in  the  name  of 
another  acquaintance  at  the  end  of  the  letter.  This 
was  an  attempt  to  go  out  of  their  way  to  hurt 
someone  who  had  never  done  anything  to  them, 
although  they  only  succeeded  in  making  me 
angry.  But  such  people  should  have  no  trouble 
understanding  the  motivation  of  straight  bigots 
who  go  out  of  their  way  to  attack  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians  they  don’t  even  know  since  their  own 
behavior  is  the  same.  And  the  people  in  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  communities  who  come  up  with 
arguments  against  S  &  M  are  very  like  the 
theologians,  homophobic  psychiatrists  and 
lawmakers  who  propound  arguments  to  justify 
the  attacks  on  Gays  and  Lesbians. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  Halfhill 
Minneapolis,  MN 


|  GCN  IQB  OPENINGS  1 

i>  GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER  and  ang 
|  ART  DIRECTOR,  beginning  1/87-3/87. 

J CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER 

.0  > 

s  Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  national  readership.  Coordinated 

>  weekly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires^ 
5  writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  interpersonal,  organizational^ 
Sand  record-keeping  skill.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  helpful. & 

|art  director  I 

<1  F 

g  Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  andt 

proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar-E> 
5jtists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement^ 
^graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strongs 
^graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of[e 

Ct  .  .  .  .  .....  -  t 

c= 
& 

^  c= 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit-g 

§ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective^ 
5j decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues.  c= 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, c= 
^complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff  memberst 
<i  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  independence  and  in-t 
Innovation.  jc 

Send  resumes  to  GCN  Job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA}c 
3  02 111 .  '  g 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 

fC  •  •  rj. 

Application  deadline  for  both  jobs  is  February  15.  £ 


I  printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred. 


non-western  and  animal  s/m 
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Speaking  Out - — - - - - 

Black  History  Month 

February  is  Black  History  Month  and  GCN  plans  to  devote  much  of  the 
month  to  articles  by  and  about  Black  gay  men  and  lesbians.  If  you  are  interested 
in  writing  for  us,  or  have  suggestions  about  writers  or  stories,  please  call  (617) ' 

426-4469  a.  s.  a.  p.  For  Speaking  Out  submissions,  contact  Laurie  Sherman; 
for  news  stories/analyses,  call  Stephanie  Poggi;  and  for  features  stories,  con¬ 
tact  Loie  Hayes.  Graphics  or  photos,  contact  Ina  Cohen.  We  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you. 

Separatism  is  Still  an  Indispensable  Tool 

By  Marsha  Zabarsky 


One  Sunday  night  not  long  ago  my  partner  and  1  and  another  couple  stopped  by 
Somewhere  Else  for  a  drink.  We  hadn’t  been  there  in  ages,  so  the  quiet,  uncrowded 
atmosphere  was  a  welcome  relief  from  the  usual  Saturday  night  horde.  No  matter  how 
“out”  1  may  be  feeling  in  the  straight  world,  there  is  still  something  wondrous  and  calming 
about  being  in  a  room  full  of  lesbians,  in  a  place,  so  to  speak,  all  our  own. 

In  a  city  with  such  a  proud  and  visible  gay  community,  where  there  are  ample  social 
resources  for  men,  what  a  shame  that  there  is  still  only  one  women’s  bar.  Now  don’t  get  me 
wrong;  I’m  not  suggesting  lesbians  need  more  exposure  to  the  alcohol  culture.  On  the 
contrary,  the  most  precious  environment  we  have  is  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  where 
I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  never  seen  a  man  —  gay  or  straight. 

But  since  many  women  also  like  to  use  Somewhere  as  their  community  center,  why 
must  they  do  so  at  the  risk  of  being  with  men? 

Worse  yet,  is  it  really  necessary  to  hire  a  male  musician  to  entertain  a  room  full  of 
women,  most  of  whom  we  can  assume  are  lesbians? 

When  I  tried  to  discuss  the  latter  question  with  one  of  Somewhere’s  managers  that 
night,  she  turned  belligerent  and  defensive,  and  accused  me  —  I  kid  you  not  —  of  being 
sexist  and  narrow-minded.”  The  hostility  in  her  eyes  startled  me,  as  I  explained  that  in 
America  I  am  as  free  to  be  in  favor  of  separatism  as  she  is  to  be  opposed  to  it.  She  made  it 
clear  that  my  brand  of  sexual  politics  was  not  welcome  there. 

.We  hadn’t  planned  on  staying  long  anyhow,  but  as  we  drove  home  the  intensity  of  the 
manager’s  reaction  really  got  to  me.  I  felt  like  a  walking  anachronism,  having  spent  the  glory 

Community  Voices - 

STILL  LOOKING! 

GCN  has  been  formally  evicted  but  about  1800-2000  sq.ft,  reasonably  near 
we’re  fighting  (stalling)  it  in  court,  while  the  T  at  about  $1000/month.  Please  call 
we  look  for  leads  on  new  space.  We  need  us  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help.  Thanks! 


texas  “stamps”  out  friendships 


Dear  GCN : 

You  have  been  the  core  of  my  strength  for  the 
past  three  years  to  keep  my  head  up  and  stay 
strong  in  here.  They  have  sentenced  my  body  but 
they  can’t  (completely)  sentence  my  mind.  I 
haven’t  let  myself  fall  into  the  cycle  of  robots  to 
be  the  yes  man  for  the  boss.  The  penpals  that  I 
have  contacted  through  you  have  made  my  strug¬ 
gle  seem  more  worthwhile.  They  give  me  the 
touch  that  I  need,  the  laugh,  and  even  the  nudge 
to  let  a  tear  fall  in  the  dark. 

I  have  been  moved  from  warehouse  to 
warehouse  within  the  slave/business  camps  here 
because  they  know  that  each  move  increases  the 
chances  of  my  contacts  (addresses,  etc)  getting 
“lost”.  They  know  what  a  source  of  strength  you 
are  and  have  attacked  me  there.  Now  the  war  has 
been  escalated  to  limiting  the  number  of 
STAMPS  that  I  can  purchase!!  Because  of  that  I 
have  unanswered  letters  from  Friends  that  can’t 
be  mailed  out.  This  is  the  hardest  blow  that  I  have 


experienced.  I  have  survived  past  harassments 
and  isolation  because  of  my  pen  friends,  but  now 
they  have  found  my  weak  spot,  YOU  my  Friends! 
I  do  have  the  funds  to  purchase  stamps  but  they 
won’t  let  me.  Please,  I  need  letters  of  protest  writ¬ 
ten  to  Warden  Michael  Wilson  [Ramsey  2,  Rt  4 
Box  1200,  Rosharon,  TX  77583],  Please  send  me 
a  copy  too  so  that  I  can  include  it  in  my  suit 
against  this  Department  of  Corruptions. 

The  struggle  continues. 

Still  Strong, 

Thomas  Lee  Butler 
389367  Ramsey  2 
Rt  4  Box  1200 
Rosharon,  TX  77583 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  Nothing  fancy  or  long  is 
necessary.  Just  a  sentence  letting  them  know  that 
you’re  “watching”  and  interested.  Makes  them 
nervous,  (smile)  They  don ’t  like  being  watched. 
That’s  what  the  walls  are  really  for.] 


Chicago’s  sable:  committed  activist 


Dear  GCN: 

As  a  transplanted  Midwesterner,  my  move  to 
San  Francisco  —  where  the  political  clout  of  the 
lesbian/gay  community  is  more  evident  in  local 
government  than  elsewhere  on  the  globe  —  has 
brought  me  face-to-face  with  the  results  of  elec¬ 
ting  "our  own”  to  office.  Because  I  left  a  part  of 
my  heart  in  Chicago,  my  current  convictions  have 
just  been  expressed  in  my  first-ever  contribution 
to  any  political  campaign:  a  $100  check  for  Dr. 
Ron  Sable’s  bid  for  Chicago  City  Council  from 
the  44th  ward. 

Putting  my  mouth  where  my  money  is,  I  am 
urging  support  for  this  campaign  as  one  of  the 
most  significant  and  hopeful  developments  in  the 
history  of  Chicago’s  lesbian/gay  and  progressive 
movements. 

As  GCN  readers  may  know,  the  break-up  of 
the  antiquated  Chicago  Machine  has  given  rise  to 
new  coalitions  pushing  for  long-deferred  recogni¬ 
tion  and  political  power.  Recently  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  has  become  more  lively  and  feisty  than  in 
anytime  in  anyone’s  memory.  Although  the  city 
council  this  fall  voted  down  the  long-stalled  gay 
civil  rights  bill,  the  lesbian/gay  community  has 
been  shaken  up  —  and  is  demonstrating  a  sus¬ 
tained  will  to  shake  up  those  holding  it  down. 

In  this  context,  Ron  Sable’s  election  as  an 
openly  gay,  progressive  and  independent  coun- 
cilperson  could  send  shock  waves  throughout 
Chicago  politics.  By  his  existence  and  by  his  pro¬ 
ven  commitment  to  the  cutting-edge  issues  of  our 
community.  Sable  will  daily  challenge  the  ig¬ 
norance  and  homophobia  of  every  citizen  and  all 
media  watching  city  affairs.  His  election  would 
confirm  the  ability  of  the  lesbian/gay  movement 
to  represent  its 'concerns  directly,  no  longer 
dependent  on  non-gay  proxies. 

And  the  impact  of  Ron’s  election  would  go 
beyond  gay  politics  narrowly  defined.  Ron’s 
decades-long  history  uniquely  qualifies  him  to  ad¬ 


vocate  a  broad  agenda  of  progressive  social  in¬ 
terests.  Over  the  years,  Ron  has  earned  my  respect 
and  trust  in  his  sensitivity  and  responsiveness  to 
feminist  concerns,  anti-racist  issues,  the  needs  of 
the  disenfranchised,  prisoners,  youth.  His  loy¬ 
alties  have  never  been  to  the  power-brokers, 
whether  in  the  gay  community  or  the  mainstream, 
but  to  those  organizing  for  empowerment.  His 
election  would  place  a  committed  activist  for 
social  change  in  a  position  of  visibility  and 
authority. 

The  major  challenges  to  gay  rights  nationally 
—  such  as  the  Supreme  Court’s  anti-sodomy  rul¬ 
ing  and  the  Justice  Department’s  pro-AIDS- 
discrimination  stance  —  pushes  local  gay  officials 
to  use  the  platforms  of  their  office  to  articulate 
our  community’s  demands  and  to  help  organize 
our  response.  Harvey  Milk’s  all-too-brief  tenure 
in  San  Francisco  changed  the  face,  and  substance, 
of  politics  here  forever.  David  Scondras  is  doing 
the  same  now  in  Boston.  Dr.  Ron  Sable  can  do  the 
same  for  Chicago  and  the  vast  regions  of  the 
Midwest  it  influences. 

A  strong  showing  by  the  lesbian  /gay  and  pro¬ 
gressive  communities  for  the  Sable  campaign  can 
only  strengthen  us  all.  A  victory  will  mark  the 
political  coming-of-age  of  Chicago’s  lesbian/gay 
movement.  Win  or  lose,  Sable  deserves  the  sup¬ 
port  of  everyone  concerned  with  challenging  ho¬ 
mophobia,  breaking  up  the  Chicago  Machine, 
and  advancing  a  vision  of  social  transformation. 

I  urge  GCN  readers  to  add  your  voices  and 
dollars  to  mine.  Even,  or  especially,  if  you  have 
never  worked  for  a  political  campaign  before,  do 
it  now,  when  it  counts.  Send  your  contribution  to 
Sable  for  Alderman,  P.O.  Box  148243,  Chicago, 
IL  60614' 

For  liberation, 

Sharon  Page 
San  Francisco,  CA 


days  of  radical  lesbian  separatism  locked  in  my  closet,  trying  in  vain  to  be  a  satisfied  little 
straight  girl.  Just  my  luck  that  by  the  time  I  was  ready  to  appreciate  the  pure  joy  of  separatist 
space,  the  concept  has  become  hopelessly  outdated.  (The  same  thing  happened  with  the 
wooden  clog-craze:  by  the  time  I  got  used  to  the  damn  things,  everyone  else  was  trading 
theirs  in  for  running  shoes.) 

Allow  me  to  clarify  some  things  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  still  miss  the  point: 

•  In  a  patriarchal  society  such  as  ours,  lesbian  separatism  has  nothing  to  do  with 
violating  “the  rights  of  men.”  Arguing  that  Somewhere  is  obliged  to  hire  a  male  musician  is 
like  saying  that  lesbians  are  obliged  to  have  sex  with  men,  just  so  we  don’t  offend  anyone. 

•  If  we  are  to  maintain  a  women’s  community  —  and  we  must  in  order  to  withstand  the 
threat  of  Reaganism  and  other  insanities  —  there  must  be  loyalty  to  women  musicians  and  to 
other  women  artists  who  ensure  that  our  stories  will  be  told. 

•  Contrary  to  utopian  visions  of  some  perfect  society  in  the  sky,  many  men  “get  their 
rocks  off”  in  the  company  of  lesbians.  Since  we  can’t  be  sure  which  men  these  are,  a  lesbian 
bar  that  welcomes  men  may  be  participating  in  that  exploitation. 

•  There  is  nothing  inherently  evil  in  wanting  to  segregate  the  sexes,  unless  of  course 
your  name  is  Jerry  Falwell.  Many  if  not  most,  of  my  “gay  brothers”  prefer  to  socialize  in 
male-only  environments,  and  this  is  just  fine  with  me.  Being  gay  or  lesbian  often  means 
craving  segregation  of  the  sexes. 

•  Political  semantics  are  rendered  meaningless  when  a  lesbian  who  considers  hersell 
“liberal”  for  hiring  a  male  musician  refuses  to  accept  the  reality  that  many  of  her  lesbian 
customers  require  a  women-only  space  in  order  to  unwind. 

•  Until  oppression  against  women  —  all  women  —  becomes  unacceptable  to  society, 
separatism  will  remain  an  indispensable  tool  for  survival.  We  must  retain  our  right  to 
women-only  space. 

Marsha  Zabarsky  is  currently  working  on  a  novel  about  incest. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Twisted  Sister:  Film  Romances  1890’s  Nun 


Therese  plays  with  sex  but  lacks  the  politics  to  escape  being  simply 
pious. 


Therese.  Directed  by  Alain 
Cavalier.  Screenplay  by  Alain 
Cavalier  and  Camille  de  Casablan¬ 
ca.  Set  design  by  Bernard  Evein. 
With  Catherine  Mouchet,  Aurore 
Prirto,  Sylvie  Habault  ,  Helene 
Alexandridis.  Running  time  90 
minutes.  At  the  USA  Nickelo¬ 
deon,  Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Therese,  a  new  film  by  Alain 
Cavalier  fresh  from  wide  acclaim 
at  Cannes,  is  now  opening  in  the 
U.S.  Judging  from  the  praise,  and 
the  scolds  it  is  collecting  from 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  Therese 
promises  to  be  the  new  Hail  Mary. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

WORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
\ccommodations.  AA  groups.  Pars,  baths,  book 
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Renaissance  House.  Box  ?92GCN  Village  Station. 
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2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  u  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Based  upon  the  life  of  Saint 
Therese  of  Lisieux  (a.  k.  a.  The 
Little  Flower)  it  is  a  visually  sump¬ 
tuous  and  —  at  least  to  American 
audiences  —  idiosyncratic  look  at 
the  life  of  one  of  the  Roman 
church’s  most  popular  saints. 

What  elevates  Therese  from  the 
most  commonplace  hagiography  is 
the  fact  that  it  deals  explicitly  with 
the  sexual  component  of  a  nun’s 
dedication  to  Christ  and  to  some 
extent  with  lesbian  feelings  among 
the  nuns  themselves. 

Therese  of  Lisieux  was  born 
Therese  Martin  in  1873.  She  lost 
her  mother  at  an  early  age  and  her 
two  older  sisters  soon  entered  the 
Carmelite  convent.  At  the  age  of 
15  Therese  decided  that  she,  too, 
wanted  to  become  a  nun  and  al¬ 
though  her  religious  advisor,  and 
the  order  itself,  claimed  she  was 
too  young,  she  petitioned  the 
Pope.  Once  in  the  convent  she 
showed  a  strong  tendency  towards 
self-denial  and  a  desire  to  offer  up 
to  God  her  sufferings  to  save 
others.  She  contracted  tubercu¬ 
losis  in  1895  and  died  two  years 
later  at  the  age  of  24. 

In  her  last  years  Therese  wrote  a 
spiritual  autobiography,  The 


History  of  a  Soul,  which  was 
published  after  her  death  and 
became  so  popular  that  it  lead  to 
her  canonization  in  1925.  It  was 
the  perfect  ending  for  the  “small 
town  girl  meets  God  and  makes 
good  —  no,  makes  perfect ”  mysti¬ 
que  which  has  always  surrounded 
both  the  saint  and  the  woman. 

Alain  Cavalier  has  directed 
Therese  is  a  series  of  tableaux, 
many  lasting  only  a  few  seconds. 


The  set  design  is  highly  theatrical: 
there  are  no  exteriors  and  barely 
any  interiors.  What  realistic  props 
are  needed  are  placed  in  an  indis¬ 
tinct  circle  of  limelight  and  the  ac¬ 
tors  make  their  exits  and  entrances 
through  darkened  shadows  rather 
than  doors.  The  detailed  camera 
work  by  Phillippe  Rousselot  (he 
did  Diva)  is  beautiful  as  it  caresses 
the  faces  and  the  habits  of  the 
nuns. 

Cavalier  has  claimed  that  his 
visual  inspiration  is  Monet  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a 
more  painterly  film.  At  times  it 
looks  as  though  a  director  and 
cinematographer  are  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  creating  a  new  set  of  icon¬ 
ography  —  based  upon  post- 
Bressonian  screen  technique  and  a 
Bergmanesque  sensitivity  to  color 
—  rather  than  telling  the  story  of 
Therese  herself.  In  this  story,  what 
you  see  is  what  you  transcend  to. 


unique  is  the  juxtaposition  of  the 
traditionally  sacred  and  the  seem¬ 
ingly  profane.  The  pacing  and 
tone  of  the  film  clue  us  that  this  is  a 
“serious  work  of  art  about  a 
serious  subject,”  yet  Cavalier  is 
always  surprising  us.  Catherine 
Mouchet  plays  Therese  with  more 
than  a  dollop  of  Gidget.  She  is  the 
spunky  funny  girl  who  isn’t  afraid 
to  say  what’s  on  her  mind,  and 
who  always  has  the  ability  to  make 
others  feel  better.  She  is  also  an 
outrageous  little  minx  who  talks 
about  “marrying  Christ”  the  way 
that  Annette  Funicello  plans  to  go 
to  the  prom.  At  one  point  Therese 
advises  another  young  novice  who 
cannot  seem  to  find  her  god/hus¬ 
band,  "Fondle  him.  That’s  how  I 
snared  him.” 

Later  in  the  film,  the  nuns  get  a 
bit  tipsy  during  a  Christmas  cel¬ 
ebration  and  pass  around  a  larger 
than  life  statue  of  the  infant  birth¬ 
day  boy,  caressing  it  in  a  manner 
that  might  have  embarrassed 
Freud’s  hypothetical  erotic  nurse¬ 
maids.  Even  in  her  early  youth 
Therese  is  shown  praying  for  a 
man  condemned  to  death.  As  we 
view  her  fantasy  of  his  last  hours, 
it  is  impossible  not  to  see  the 
eroticism  —  sublimated  as  it  may 
be  —  inherent  in  Therese’s 
religious  impulses. 

The  brilliance  of  Cavalier’s  con¬ 
ception  and  execution  of  Therese 
Martin’s  life  is  that  he  is  not  afraid 
to  examine  —  and  play  with  —  the 
erotic  component  in  any  religious 
experience.  This  is  nothing  partic¬ 
ularly  new:  if  you  read  any  of  the 
great  mystics  —  St.  John  of  the 
Cross,  Dame  Julian  of  Norwich, 
Margery  Kemp,  and  especially  the 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


VA  CA  TION  ELA  TION 

— Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


International  Tours® 
of  Boston 

i  1  Winthrop  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02110 


7  NIGHTS  IN  FABULOUS 
KEY  WEST 

AIR  •  TRANSFERS  •  GUEST  HOUSE 

MARCH  5-12  from  $455 

includes  taxes,  gratuities 

Call 

617/426-4469 
to  list  your 

guesthouse 
for  as  little  as 

$25  per  week. 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Greenbm 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

Enjoy  the  intimacy  of  women- 
only  space  and  the  majestic 
beauty  of  VERMONT  X-country 
ski  on  our  packed  trails.  Hiking 
&  downhill  skiing.  HOLIDAY 

celebrations  Master  Card  &  Visa 

Mid-week  discounts 


jsm 


WOMEN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


Gidget  Marries  Christ  Continued  on  page  11 

Part  of  what  makes  Therese 

Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


,  Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health 
'Center  


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  eav,  lesbian  and  women's 
nealth  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M  D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M  D,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  coldsflu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 

16  HAV1LAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 

•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop 

•  We  accept  VISA  MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  earners. 
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Second  album  after  two  years  underplays  sexual  edge 


Frankie  Goes  for  Big  Sound  &  Tame  Cynicism 


Liverpool  by  Frankie  Goes  To 
Hollywood.  Island  Records. 

By  Thomas  Grabosky 

One  of  the  best  dance  tunes  of 
1984  was  a  bouncy  number  titled 
“Relax”  by  the  group  Frankie 
Goes  To  Hollywood.  It  was  a 
tight,  clean,  high  energy  mix  of 
electro-funk  and  irresistible  sex¬ 
uality.  The  refrain,  “Relax,  don’t 
do  it,  when  you  want  to  get  to 
it. .  .Relax,  don’t  do  it,  when  you 
want  to  come,”  was  at  once  com¬ 
manding  and  provocative. 
Pleasuredome  (an  ambitious 
undertaking  for  their  first  time 
out),  while  not  without  its  share 
of  ho-hum  filler,  did  manage  to 
fulfill  some  of  the  promise  of 
‘  ‘  Relax .  ’  ’  The  album ’s  title  is  a  fair 
description,  in  a  word,  of  the 
music  and  philosophy  contained  in 
those  fourteen  or  so  songs  ranging 
from  the  super  hot  title  cut,  to 
some  curious  cover  material;  an 
embarassingly  bloodless  rendition 
of  “Do  You  Know  the  Way  to  San 
Jose”  marked  the  album’s  low 
point. 

Well,  here  we  are  two  years 
later,  and  Frankie  is  once  again 
out  on  vinyl.  The  new  album 
Liverpool  tends  toward  the  big 
wall-of-sound  production  so  pop¬ 
ular  now,  and  so  hard  for  mu¬ 
sicians  and  producers  to  resist 
given  the  ease  with  which  digital 
equipment  can  record  and  produce 
twenty-four  or  more  tracks  of 
music.  The  phenomenal  growth  of 
music  technology  has  opened  up 
vast  new  areas  of  possibility,  and 
the  results  on  record,  tape  and  disc 
can  be  either  dazzling  or,  too  of¬ 
ten,  muddy  and  ponderous.  Liver¬ 
pool  is  about  half  and  half.  A 
harder  edged,  rockier  synthesis,  it 
nevertheless  contains  many  of  the 
same  ideas,  commentary,  com¬ 
plaints,  outrage  and  humor  voiced 
on  Pleasuredome. 


Two  years  is  a  long  time  between 
albums,  especialy  these  days  when 
a  new  crop  of  pop-rockers  seems 
to  spring  up  at  least  bi-annually  — 
many  of  them  good,  but  few  last¬ 
ing  more  than  a  season  or  two.  I 
suspect  that  with  Liverpol  too 
much  time  may  have  been  spent  in 
the  studio  embellishing  what  might 
have  been,  a  year  earlier,  fresh  and 
powerful  material. 

Lyrics  too  seem  to  suffer  at 
times  from  a  self-conscious  posing 
as  social  commentator.  “Warriors 
of  the  Wasteland”  for  example 
grinds  out  the  generalities  we’ve 
heard  many  times  before;  while 
there  can  never  be  too  many  voices 
protesting  oppression,  injustice 
and  the  many  flaws  of  the  human 
condition,  if  one  wants  to  treat 
these  subjects  effectively  and  make 
good  music,  one  must  present 
them  in  a  way  that  is  new  and  will 
capture  our  attention;  and,  in  the 
process  of  entertaining  us,  make 
us  think.  “Rage  Hard”  is  a  bit 
more  effective,  but  still,  lyrics  like 
“Don’t  give  up,  don’t  give  in”  are 
lacklustre  and  so  tame  compared 
to  earlier  offerings.  Nowhere  on 
the  album  do  we  find  the  sharp, 
tongue-in-cheek  (pun  intended) 
humor  of  “Crisco  Kisses”  which 
brightened  Pleasuredome. 

There  are,  fortunately,  several 
fine  tunes  on  this  album,  moments 
when  the  music  really  shines  and  a 
kind  of  straightforward  honesty 
breaks  the  pose.  “Maximum  Joy” 
is  probably  the  best  case  in  point. 
It  is  an  impeccable  piece  of  music 
and  production  with  lyrics  to 
match.  Lines  like  “Can  you  feel 
that  maximum  joy ..  .rolling 
around  like  a  brand  new  boy” 
bring  back  some  of  the  excitement 
and  sexual  celebration  that  made 
us  love  “Relax.”  “Lunar  Bay” 
features  some  fun  percussive  ef¬ 
fects  —  breaking  glass,  eeking 
voices  —  and  a  subtle  synthesizer 
lead-in  to  “For  Heaven’s  Sake,”  is 


Receptionist  Wanted 

For  a  group  of  psychologists 

Monday-Thursday,  5-10P.M.  Must  have  good  typing  and  organiza¬ 
tional  skills,  good  communication  skills;  familiarity  with  IBM  PC  a  plus, 
but  not  necessary.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Job 
available  by  Feb.  1,  1987. 


If  interested,  call  617-262-9116 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

PROBLEMS  RELATING  TO  PEOPLE? 

Having  difficulty  meeting  someone  or  maintaining  friendships? 
Trouble  relating  to  your  boss  or  colleagues?  Robert  Haas  Associates  of¬ 
fers  individual  and  group  therapy  which  uses  specific  behavioral  in¬ 
terventions  to  help  one  relate  to  other  people  better.  At  RHA,  we  sit 
down  with  you  —  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  environment  -  and 
work  together  to  develop  a  personalized  therapy  program. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  short-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illness  •  depression  •  weight  problems 
•  anxiety  •  shyness  •  couples  therapy 

Insurance  accepted  •  Sliding  fee  scale  •  Call  for  an 
initial  evaluation 


perhaps  the  best  example  of  where 
Frankie’s  at  now:  big  production, 
controlled  cynicism,  and  at  their 
best,  music  that  is  complex,  in¬ 
volved  and  capable  of  captivating 
us  with  its  rhythmic  flow  and  flair 
for  subtle  nuance. 

The  album  closes  with  a  lush, 
pretty  ballad  “Is  Anybody  Out 
There?”  which  features  the 
clearest  vocals  of  any  of  these 
songs,  and  once  again  a  message 
that  is  believable  and  even 
nourishing,  “We’ll  keep  each 
other  warm,  together  we’ll 
weather  the  storm.” 

The  Phoenix  lists  this  album  at 
number  50  on  its  top  100  for  last 
week,  and  this  week  (Jan  17)  Bill¬ 
board  shows  it  at  146  out  of  200. 1 
like  this  group.  If  they  follow  their 
better  instincts  and  move  toward 
honesty  and  good-natured  sexual 
celebration,  we  may  be  in  for  more 
tasty  cuts  like  “Relax”  and  “Max¬ 
imum  Joy.” 


BEST  EVER !  Third  Edition! 

Ttye  Whole  Qay  Catalog 

For  gay  men  and  lesbians,  their  families  and 
friends,  this  THIRD  EDITION  of  THE 
WHOLE  GAY  CATALOG  brings  the  world  of 
lesbian  and  gay  literature  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox.  Offers  a  multitude  of 
BOOKS,  plus  VIDEOS,  RECORDS  &  TAPES, 
GIFTS,  and  more!  Over  100  pages,  indexed. 

ORDER  YOURS  NOW!  FROM  THE 
WORLD’S  LEADING  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 

BOOKSTOREI 

. (Discretely  Packaged) . . 

Whole  Qmy  Omtalog.  I  enclose  $2.  Mall  fo. 

-  Lambda  Rising,  Dept.  157 

_  1625  Connecticut  Ave.  NW 

Washington,  DC,  20009 


Please  send  me 

Name _ 


Address. 


kCity. 


.State. 


.Zip. 


Qiafenfaie’s  ^ay 
Witt... 


FolkTree 


HOLLY 

NEAR 


& 


& 


LINDA  TERESA 
TILLERY  TRULL 


and  lies  band 


and  ke*  band 


‘The 


2  Shows 

Festival”  5.00  PM  &  9:00  PM 
$14.50  all  seats  reserved 


9:30 


6;00Phi®9:; 


at  the  Somerville  Theatre 

55  Davis  Square 

(adjacent  to  the  brand  new  MBTA  Red  Line  station) 
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TICKET  OUTLETS;  Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office  •  Cambridge  Natural  Foods  •  Out  of  Town  Tickets  in  Harvard  Square  • 

All  Ticketron  outlets 


Trading  Phone  Numbers  in  the  Theater 

Fans  Make  Desert  Hearts  a  Cult  Classic 


I  m  43  and  grew  up  a  a  small  town  In  Pennsylvania.  There,  If  you  so  much  as  whispered  the  word 
homosexual,  you  could  count  on  being  talked  about  whether  you  were  gay  or  not.  I  had  to  pretend 
for  so  long.  /  wish  I  could’ve  been  like  Cay  and  just  been  me.” 


By  Jan  Huston 

“She  just  reached  in  —  put  a  string  of  lights  — 
around  my  heart.” 

A  woman  in  the  last  row  silently  mouths  the  words  in 
sync  with  the  figure  on  the  screen.  She's  not  the  only  one 
who  knows  most  of  these  lines  by  heart. 

Desert  Hearts,  starring  Patricia  Charbonneau  and 
Helen  Shaver,  is  the  lesbian  love  story  that  has  captured 
the  hearts  of  women  across  the  country.  The  question  in 
gay  circles  has  not  been  if  you’ve  seen  the  movie  but  how 
many  times. 

The  long-awaited  video,  now  available,  is  being 
ordered  in  great  quantities.  Women’s  bookstores  believe 
that  the  video  will  reach  many  of  the  women  in  small  com¬ 
munities  across  the  country  who  were  unable  to  see  Desert 
Hearts  in  the  theaters. 

Desert  Hearts  based  on  Jane  Rule’s  1964  novel, 
Desert  of  the  Heart,  is  the  story  of  two  women  from  very 
different  worlds  who  come  together  in  Reno  in  1959.  Vi¬ 
vian  Bell  (Helen  Shaver)  is  a  sleek,  sophisticated,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  literature  who  comes  to  Reno  to  get  a 
divorce.  “I’m  35  years  old  and  I  want  an  honest  life.” 
declares  Vivian.  “I  want  to  be  free  of  who  I’ve  been.” 

Helping  her  achieve  this  is  Cay  Rivvers  (Patricia 
Charbonneau),  a  25-year-old  ceramicist  and  change 
apron  at  a  local  casino,  who  lives  her  lesbian  life  openly. 

As  the  movie  progresses.  Cay  and  Vivian,  amid  a 
backdrop  of  sagebrush  and  slot  machines,  are  drawn 
together.  They  ultimately  create  one  of  the  most 
believable  love  scenes  in  screen  history. 

Women  have  been  seeing  this  film  repeatedly.  In 
every  theater,  women  have  been  saying  the  same  things: 
‘Tve  seen  this  17  times  so  far.”  So  far?  “I’ve  got  to  bring 
my  mother  /lover /sister/ friend  to  see  this.” 

Desert  Hearts  is  to  lesbians  what  The  Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show  is  to  rock  fans.  It’s  become  a  cult  film  in 
record  fashion .  Not  in  the  more  bizarre  sense ,  but  closer  to 
the  romanticism  of  Casablanca  or  Gone  with  the  Wind,  or 
helping  the  Tin  Man  find  his  heart  in  The  Wizard  of  Oz.  It 
has  also  made  the  transition  to  the  general  public. 

“I’m  aware  that  it  crossed  over,”  says  Helen  Shaver, 
“which  is  fabulous,  you  know.  We  would’ve  not  made  the 
movie  correctly,  or  represented  the  characters  correctly, 
—  or  truly,  1  guess  is  more  the  right  word  —  if  we  hadn’t 
hit  a  deep  chord  in  the  gay  community.  The  other  thing 
that  I  really  wanted  to  have  happen  was  for  it  to  cross  over 
because  what  I  think  is  really  important  about  the  film  is 
that  it  deals  with  the  universality  of  falling  in  love.  It’s  an  in¬ 
teresting  film  because  on  the  one  hand,  it’s  absolutely  im¬ 
portant  that  these  are  two  women.  I  mean,  that’s  what  the 
story  is  about,  but  on  the  other  hand  there’s  a  moment 
where  the  love  is  so  pure,  so  true,  that  it  touches  people 
no  matter  what  their  preference  is,  which  is  really  a  neat 
thing.” 

One  very  interesting  phenomenon  has  been  how  wil¬ 
ling  and  open  women  have  been  in  talking  about  how 
Desert  Hearts  has  touched  their  lives.  The  film  is  amor¬ 
phous.  Women  have  all  grasped  onto  something  different 
in  it:  some  to  its  romanticism,  some  to  the  time  period, 


some  to  Cay’s  exuberance,  some  to  Vivian’s  vulnerability 
and  self -a wakening  process. 

“I  get  letters  from  people  who  say,  ‘This  is  my  stub 
from  the  18th  time  that  I  saw  the  movie,’  ”  says  Shaver. 
“It’s  been  quite  extraordinary,  you  know?  I’ve  gotten  so 
many  very  literate,  intelligent,  emotionally-filled  letters 
from  women  saying  thank  you  and  how  important  it’s 
been  for  them  to  see  a  movie  that  specifically  reflected 
their  own  experience.” 

When  you  think  of  cult  movies,  you  think  of  ex¬ 
tremes.  Weird  characters.  Impossible  plots.  But  in  Desert 
Hearts  the  characters’  ordinary  likeableness  is  one  of  the 
elements  that  makes  this  film  so  special. 

Cult  movies  feed  a  hunger  in  the  viewer.  Add  some¬ 
thing  that’s  missing.  Affirm  what  they  already  believe.  Say 
those  things  they’re  afraid  to  say  out  loud.  Women  are 
finding  all  of  these  things  in  Desert  Hearts. 

"I’ve  waited  25  years  for  this  movie,"  says  Pat,  a 
47-year-old  secretary  from  San  Francisco,  California. 
“I’m  sick  of  seeing  only  heterosexual  love  stories.  Desert 
Hearts  is  a  movie  I  can  finally  identify  with.  It’s  like  when  1 
was  little,  we  only  had  ‘white  dolls’  to  play  with,  as  if  all 
babies  were  white.  Movie  makers  have  done  the  same 
thing;  they’ve  generally  ignored  gays  until  the  last  few 
years.  This  movie  is  a  positive  step  in  making  lesbian 
movies  more  acceptable  to  the  general  public.  I’ve  seen  it 
22  times  and  am  still  not  tired  of  it.” 

Her  friend  Lois,  a  waitress  in  Sausalito,  California, 
agreed.  “I’m  43  and  grew  up  in  a  small  town  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  There,  if  you  so  much  as  whispered  the  word 
homosexual  you  could  count  on  being  talked  about 
whether  you  were  gay  or  not.  I  had  to  pretend  for  so 
long ....  I  wish  I  could’ve  been  like  Cay  and  just  been  me. 
I  missed  out  on  so  much  by  having  to  pretend  all  the  time. 
Mostly  1  just  stayed  by  myself  and  read  a  lot.  I  can  never 
get  those  years  back  and  I’m  very  angry  at  a  society  that 
fostered  such  medieval  thinking  and  robbed  me  of  being 
myself  all  those  years.” 

Audiences  want  characters  they  can  identify  with, 
empathize  with,  and  live  vicariously  through. 

“I  think  that  women  are  drawn  to  it,  lesbians  are 
drawn  to  it  in  the  same  way  that  Black  people  were  drawn 
to  Superfly.  It  isn’t  so  much  the  content.  It’s  a  matter  of  the 
identification  with  it  and  the  way  it’s  been  presented,”  says 
screenplay  writer  Natalie  Cooper.  “I’m  glad  that  it  served 
—  for  anyone  —  no  matter  how  small,  something  that 
could  make  people  feel  okay,  instead  of  feeling  peripheral 
or  put  down.  Just  to  say,  ‘Hey,  I  can  dig  it  and  1  love  it;  I 
do  that,  too.’  They  can  say,  ‘This  is  our  movie,  this  is  our 
thing.’  It  makes  them  feel,  dare  I  say  maybe,  not  proud 
but  viable.” 

“The  reviewers  [San  Francisco]  said  this  movie  is 
‘flimsy’  and  ‘boring’  but  this  is  the  first  movie  I’ve  seen  in  a 
long  time  that  makes  me  feel  better  when  I  leave  the 
theater,”  said  Ellen,  a  Boise,  Idaho  native.  “I’ve  seen  it  14 
times  and  I’ll  keep  coming  back  as  long  as  it’s  playing. 
There  are  lots  of  us  who  feel  the  same  way.” 

Not  long  ago,  says  Danny  Peary,  author  of  Cult 


Movies  II,  “cult  movies  were  considered  to  be  only  those 
obscure  pictures  that  were  admired  by  a  small,  sad  coterie 
of  film  ‘experts’  and  other  social  outcasts.”  However, 
Peary  continues,  “1  choose  to  define  ‘cult  movies’  quite 
broadly.  I  consider  them  those  special  films  that  elicit  a 
fiery  passion  in  moviegoers  long  after  their  initial  release; 
that  they  have  been  taken  to  heart  as  if  they  were  aban¬ 
doned  orphans  in  a  hostile  world,  cherished,  protected, 
and  enthusiastically  championed  by  segments  of  the 
movie  audience;  that  are  integral  parts  of  people’s  lives.” 

Peary,  in  Cult  Movies  II,  says  cult  films 
“characteristically  feature  atypical  heroes  and 
heroines.  .  brave  themes,  often  of  a  sexual  or  political 
nature .  .  . .” 

“I  think,”  says  Donna  Deitch,  producer/director  of 
Desert  Hearts,  “that  a  film  that  depicts  a  positive  relation¬ 
ship  and  a  believable  relationship  between  people  of  the 
same  sex  is  a  political  film.  I  don’t  think  you  have  to  deal 
with  a  lesbian  custody  case  or  something  like  that  to  make 
it  political.” 

“It  was  very  difficult  for  me  to  come  out,”  admitted 
Tracy,  a  writer  from  Boulder,  Colorado.  “You’ve  heard 
the  story ...  I  thought  I  was  the  only  lesbian  in  the  world.  I 
thought  1  was  sick  and  was  very  frightened.  I  was  25 
before  I  realized  1  had  some  choices  and  that  being  gay 
was  a  choice,  at  least  for  me.  The  point  is  ,  this  movie 
brought  up  emotions  and  memories  that  I  had  hidden 
away  for  20  years.  Desert  Hearts  has  been  sort  of  a 
positive  catharsis  for  me  and  I  think  it  shows  other  young 
women  that  you  don’t  have  to  commit  suicide  or  be  hated 
if  you’re  a  lesbian.  This  film  is  performing  a  real  public  ser¬ 
vice  just  by  its  existence.” 

Allison,  an  18-year-old  college  freshman  from 
Cupertino,  California,  agreed.  “I’ve  been  real  confused 
about  my  sexual  preference.  I’ve  always  been  attracted  to 
women  but  I  thought  it  was  a  little  gross.  I  mean,  I  see 
these  women  who  dress  up  like  men  and  are  real  tough 
acting  and  I  don’t  want  that.  So,  when  I  saw  this  movie  for 
the  first  time  I  was  amazed  at  the  feelings  I  had ....  These 
were  beautiful,  feminine  women  and,  well,  it  just  like, 
became  clear  that  this  is  what  I’ve  wanted.” 

Not  everyone  who  sees  Desert  Hearts  is  gay. 

Ethel,  a  53-year-old  homemaker  from  Pacifia, 
California,  has  seen  it  once  a  week  because  it  makes  her 
feel  closer  to  her  lesbian  daughter  who  lives  in  Oregon. 

“When  I  found  out  my  daughter  was  gay,  it  almost 
killed  me.  1  can  undertand  it  when  Frances  (Audra 
Lindley  who  plays  Cay’s  surrogate  mother)  says  she 
doesn’t  understand  how  women  can  be  lovers,  but  I  knew 
I’d  lose  [my  daughter]  if  I  couldn’t  at  least  reconcile  myself 
to  her  way  of  life .  Seeing  this  movie  has  helped  me  under¬ 
stand  it  a  little  better,”  she  explained  with  a  small  shrug. 

Scott,  a  house  painter  from  Berkeley,  California,  has 
seen  the  film  nine  times  and  has  brought  several  other 
straight  friends  with  him. 

“I  don’t  have  any  hangups  about  people  being  gay. 
People  should  do  whatever  they  want.  I  just  really  like  the 
movie,  especially  the  soundtrack.  I  grew  up  in  Nevada  and 
we  always  had  country  music  on.  It’s  real  nostalgic  for  me 
and  it’s  also  a  very  funny  movie.  Some  of  my  friends 
started  to  make  fun  of  the  women  kissing  but  they  got  over 
that  pretty  fast.  At  least  in  this  movie  you  like  the 
characters. I  just  saw  My  Beautiful  Laundrette  [a  film  about 
gay  men]  and  hated  it.  I  just  couldn’t  identify  with  either  of 
the  characters.  They  were  jerks.  In  Desert  Hearts  you  want 
Cay  and  Vivian  to  get  together.” 

Other  women  keep  coming  back  because  of  how 
they  feel  after  seeing  the  movie. 

“It  makes  me  feel  good,”  said  Ruth,  a  26-year-old, 
short-order  cook  from  Santa  Cruz,  California.  “It’s  the  on¬ 
ly  movie  I  can  identify  with.” 

Her  companion  Denise  added,  “It’s  a  very  life- 
affirming  movie.  Nobody  dies  or  gets  arrested  or  put 
down  for  who  they  are  —  unlike  real  life.” 

“We  celebrated  our  17th  anniversary  August  8  and 
we  didn’t  know  what  to  do  special.  Then  we  saw  this 
movie  and  that  was  it.  We  just  kept  seeing  it  over  and 
over.  What  a  present!  This  movie  has  ruined  me.  I  can’t 
watch  a  heterosexual  love  story  now,"  said  Lea,  who  is 
self-employed  and  lives  in  Sonna,  California. 

Her  lover  Shar,  who  at  one  time  was  also  a  change 
apron  in  Reno  like  Cay,  agreed.  “We  didn’t  even  eat  for  a 
few  days ....  We  were  in  sort  of  a  euphoria.” 

Desert  Hearts  also  takes  a  big  step  in  obliterating  the 
butch/femme  stereotyping. 

“I  really  like  it  that  neither  woman  looks  like  a  truck 
driver,”  said  Jean  from  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  ‘“I’m  so 
tired  of  people  always  assuming  we  want  to  be  men  if  we 
love  other  women.  I’ve  seen  this  movie  18  times  and  I  tell 
all  the  straight  people  I  talk  to  if  they  want  to  see 
something  positive,  something  real  about  lesbians,  to  go 
see  this  movie.  Maybe  we  could  start  renting  out  the 
theater  for  special  showings  and  take  groups  of  straight 
people  to  see  it  like  on  a  field  trip .  .  . .” 

Cults  also  spring  from  controversy.  Author  Danny 
Peary  says,  “Cultists  believe  they  are  among  the  blessed 
few  who  have  discovered  something  in  particular,  films 


that  the  average  moviegoer  and  critic  have  missed  —  the 
something  that  makes  the  pictures  extraordinary.” 

“My  friends  in  New  York  called  me  up  right  after  it 
came  out,”  said  Judy,  a  college  sophomore  from  Orlan¬ 
do,  Florida.  “They  said  I  had  to  go  see  this  great  lesbian 
movie,  that  it  was  the  best  thing  they’d  ever  seen  and  the 
women.  .  .well,  let’s  just  say  they  were  appreciative  of 
their  looks.” 

“I  never  even  heard  of  Desert  Hearts  until  it  had  been 
out  for  a  month,”  confessed  Anne,  who  blamed  her  ig¬ 
norance  on  her  night  job.  “I  don’t  get  to  go  out  evenings 
like  all  my  friends,  and  after  about  eight  people  told  me  to 
see  the  movie  I  thought  I’d  better.  I’ve  seen  it  27  times  so 
far.  I’ll  go  sit  through  it  two  or  three  times  in  an  afternoon .” 

Sasha,  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  who  occasionally 
helps  the  actresses  along  with  their  lines,  discovered 
Desert  Hearts  at  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music  Festival. 

“You  could  hear  us  hollering  for  miles.  We  were 
howling.  I  bartend  and  when  the  movie  came  out  the  bar 
was  empty  for  a  month  or  so.  Desert  Hearts  was  the  place 
to  go ....  It  opened  up  Middle  America  to  lesbianism  in 
the  best  sense.”  > 

Women  are  fiercely  protective  of  this  film.  During  the 
love  scene  recently,  a  male  viewer  began  to  laugh  and 
make  derisive  comments.  The  reaction  was  instan¬ 
taneous.  The  woman  he  was  with  slapped  him  and 
another  woman  in  the  audience  told  him,  quite  graphical¬ 
ly,  that  he  wasn’t  wanted  in  the  theater  if  he  couldn’t  be 
quiet.  He  left. 

In  another  theater,  several  women  exchanged 
heated  words  with  a  group  of  people  who  thought  the 
movie  was  “unrealisitic,  corny,  and  embarassing.” 

Women  have  found  friends,  made  dates,  and 
formed  cliques  in  the  theaters.  It  hasn’t  been  unusual  to 
find  several  of  the  same  women  at  the  same  showings 
each  week,  exchanging  everything  from  Desert  Hearts 
trivia  to  phone  numbers. 

What  makes  Desert  Hearts  extraordinary  is  its  hones¬ 
ty  and  soft  sell.  Although  it’s  obviously  a  lesbian  love 
story,  the  operative  word  here  is  love  not  lesbian.  Many 
people,  straight  and  gay,  said  that  by  the  time  the  film  was 
over,  they  had  forgotten  the  two  people  in  love  were  two 
women.  It  didn’t  matter. 

“The  critics,  though,  obviously  were  heterosexual,” 
complained  Kelly,  who  was  spending  a  few  months  in  San 
Francisco  before  returning  to  Boston.  “Not  one  really 
understood  the  beauty  and  complexity  of  this  movie.  I’ve 
gotten  so  I  don’t  even  bother  discussing  this  film  with  any 
of  my  straight  friends.  It’s  kinda  like  my  own  little  secret, 
you  know?  I  come  on  weekends  and  sit  through  it  three  or 
four  times.  It  makes  the  rest  of  my  week  easier  to  face.  I 
don’t  know  what  I’ll  do  when  it  stops  playing.” 

“This  is  the  stuff  fantasies  are  made  of,”  said  Phyllis  , 
a  nurse  from  Portland,  Oregon.  “I  like  to  read  science  fic¬ 
tion  so  I  enjoy  making  up  my  own  little  subplots  each  time 
I  see  Desert  Hearts  [20  to  date] .  I  mean,  I  feel  silly  saying 
this,  but  I  think  everyone  in  the  audience  wishes  they  were 
in  Cay  or  Vivian’s  shoes.  I  certainly  do.  When  Cay  gets  on 
the  train  with  Vivian,  I  think,  that’s  me,  leaving  Portland  to 
go  to  New  York  with  Vivian.  I’d  go  in  a  minute.” 

Phyllis  continued.  “I  write  dialogue  in  my  head,  so 
when  Cay  looks  at  Vivian  in  such  a  way  or  Cay’s 
shoulders  slump  when  she  finds  Vivian  didn’t  wait  for  her 
in  the  kitchen,  I  make  up  what  I  think  she’s  really  thinking. 
You  can’t  do  that  in  a  movie  that  talks  you  to  death.” 

For  some  women,  Desert  Hearts  is  a  lifeline,  an  oasis 
in  what  they  see  as  a  less  than  perfect  world. 

“You  know,  I  say  stuff  [like  Cay  says]  to  my  lover  all 
the  time,”  said  Debbie,  a  first  grade  teacher  from 
Oakland,  California.  “She’s  married  and  I  have  to  cope 
with  that.  I  know  how  it  feels  to  hurt  being  with  somebody 
who’s  going  to  leave  you  —  but  I  guess  it’s  not  politically 
correct  to  be  involved  with  a  bisexual,  married  woman. 
Anyway,  I’ve  seen  this  movie  about  16  times  because  I 
can  forget  how  shitty  life  is  sometimes  and  feel  happy 
because  they’re  happy  [Cay  and  Vivian]  in  the  end. 
Maybe  if  I  see  it  enough  times,  I’ll  leave  my  lover  and  find 
a  Vivian.” 

“My  mother  is  an  invalid,”  explained  Dottie,  a  New 
York  City  bus  driver.  “She’s  also  very  strict  and  narrow¬ 
minded.  I’m  34  years  old  and  not  allowed  to  have  a  life  of 
my  own.  She  has  no  idea  I’m  a  lesbian;  I’m  not  even  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  friends  come  over  very  often.  It’s  been  hard 
enough  getting  out  to  see  this  movie  [11  times]  but  this  is 
the  closest  thing  to  a  lesbian  relationship  I’m  apt  to  have 
for  a  very  long  time.” 

While  it’s  almost  impossible  to  generalize,  it  seems 
accurate  to  say  that  Desert  Hearts  has  affected,  in  a 
positive  way,  how  many  women  feel  about  themselves, 
their  sexuality,  and  their  outlook  on  relationships. 
Women  leave  the  theater  with  a  sense  of  hope  and  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  finally  seeing  themselves  fairly  represented  on  the 
screen.  It’s  opened  the  public’s  mind  and  created  the 
space  for  lesbians  to  be  who  they  are.  Whether  this  is  a 
great  film  is  immaterial.  Its  contribution  lies  in  the  pro¬ 
found,  lasting  effect  it  has  had  on  women. 
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Foreign  Service 


Continued  from  page  1 

The  Job  Corps,  a  job  training 
program  of  the  Department  of 
Labor,  has  announced  its  inten¬ 
tion  to  begin  HIV  testing  of 
members  and  applicants  as  of 
February  1.  (See  GCN ,  Vol.  14, 
No.  24) 

The  suit  claims  the  testing 
policy  constitutes  unreasonable 
search  and  seizure  and  violates 
Constitutional  rights  of  privacy 
and  due  process.  It  also  charges 
that  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973,  which  forbids  discrimination 
against  those  who  are  handicapped 
or  perceived  to  be  so,  is  violated  by 
the  testing. 


Norman  Painter,  president  of 
Local  181^,  said,  “The  State 
Department’s  policy  is  irrational 
and  not  justified  by  any  concern 
for  the  health  of  Foreign  Service 
employees,  or  any  other  legitimate 
reason.”  He  also  cited  Surgeon 
General  Koop’s  recent  report  on 
AIDS  which  came  out  against 
compulsory  HIV  testing.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  17) 

Painter  also  expressed  concern 
over  what  he  called  the  “stigma” 
associated  with  a  positive  test  of 
the  antibody,  “It  [the  stigma]  will 
stay  for  life.  The  Foreign  Service 
officer,  his  wife,  his  child¬ 


ren...  they  will  be  discriminated 
against.” 

Elizabeth  St.  Clair,  of  NECLC, 
said  she  was  concerned  about  the 
lack  of  adequate  cpnfidentiality 
provisions  in  the  testing  policy. 

Rubenfeld  added  that  any  indiv¬ 
iduals  —  applicants  or  employees 
of  USIA  —  were  welcome  to  join 
as  plaintiffs  in  the  case. 

Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz 
and  Charles  Wick,  director  of 
USIA,  are  also  named  as  defen¬ 
dants  in  the  suit. 

The  case  will  be  heard  in  D.  C. 
District  Court.  A  hearing  date  has 
not  been  set. 


On  Obituaries 

The  GCN  news  department 
is  interested  in  printing 
obituaries  about  people  in  our 
community  who  die,  of  AIDS 
or  other  causes.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  seeing  your  friends, 
lovers  or  family  remembered  in 
the  press,  please  submit  obit¬ 
uaries,  call,  or  send  us  infor¬ 
mation.  We  can  assist  in 
writing  obituaries  you  would 
like  to  see  appear,  as  can  a 
group  of  volunteers  at 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee.  Please  help  us  com¬ 
memorate  the  lives  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 


Correction 

A  line  was  inadvertently 
scrambled  in  a  story  about  les- 
bian/gay  groups  joining  a  pro¬ 
test  against  the  Howard  Beach 
Attacks,  Vol.  14,  No.  26.  The 
two  Black  men  who  survived 
the  beatings  by  a  white  gang 
should  have  been  identified  as 
Cedric  Sandiford  and  Timothy 
Grimes.  Their  lawyers  are 
Alton  Maddox  and  C.  Vernon 
Mason.  Our  apologies. 


Quick  Gay  Guide 


542-0144 


247-6683 

482-6983 


BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 

Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

AIDS  Action  Un»(M-F,M$at1(M)  536-7733 

Aids  Action  Committee  (administration)  437-6200 

LESBIAN  AND  QAY  HOTLINE  *6- 11  pm)  MorvFri  4266371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Yogth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont,  Boston  021 1 1  497-8282 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St 
Boston,  02108 

Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network 
Box  1645,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network, 

Box  639,  Cambridge  02140 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 

Boston  Human  Rights  Commission,  716  City  Hall 

Boston  02201  725-3562 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  PRIDE  Planning  Committee, 

PO  Box  8916,  Boston  02114  267-2150 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Libby,  46  Pleasant  St.  Cambridge  02139  354-8807 
Cambridgeport  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
David  497-6197  or  Steven  492-8730 
Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 

Chiltern  Outdoors  Club  Inc. 

Box  407,  Boston  02117 
Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  329,  Dorchester  02122 

El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frontrunners,  PO  Box  423,  Back  Bay  Annex,’ 
Boston  021 17  288-4626 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston,  Box  1287, 

Cambridge  MA  02142  288-5159 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Artists,  Mass  College  of  Art 
Gym  bldg  Rm  306 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  522-4368 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England  (61 7)  247-5485 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 

P.O.Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 
Box  373  (Newtowne),  Boston  02258 
Girth  &  Mirth  of  New  England 
29  Boulevard  Terr,  Allston  02134  566-6530 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  Box  1854,  JP  02130 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117  497-9088 

Lesbians  Choosing  Children,  Women’s  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St,  Cambridge  02139  354-8807 

Mission  Hill  Gay  &  Lesbian  Neighbors 
738-5148  or  232-2108 
New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian  Veterans 
c/o  Joseph  Harper,  263  Park,  Dorchester  02124 
Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

646-5148 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Somerville-Medford  GALA,  Box  45211,  Somerville  02145 
Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St., 


Prog. 


Resources 

353-9808 


Boston  02114 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm) 

West  of  Boston  Lesbians 
PO  Box  292,  Marlboro  01 752 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


424-6831 

262-5250 


386-7737 


GCN  Gay/Lesbian  Prisoner  Project, 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston,  021 17  247-3910 

Boston  Mayoral  Liaison,  Ann  Maguire  725-3485 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St.,  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

PO  Box  218,  Boston,  02112  426-1350 

Gay/Lesbian  Campaign  Comm.,  522-4804 

Box  296,  Boston  02123 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Mass  Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus 
Massachusetts  Lesbian/Gay  Bar  Ass 
PO  Box  2901,  Boston  02101 
National  Lawyers  Guild. 

14  Beacon  St..  Boston  02108 

STUDENT 


262-1565 


227-7335 


Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
68  Bay  State  Rd  4F,  Boston  02215  437  7399  (24hrs) 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda.  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Lesley.  PO  Box  1747 
Cambridge  02138 

Harv-Rad  Gay/Les.Stu  Ass,  197  Memorial  Hall, 

Cambridge,  MA  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  631,  Babson  Park.WelIsley,  02157 
Berkeley  BUGLE  266-1400x251  or  353- 1746 

Tutts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Off..  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 
Box  K-155.  Chestnut  Hill  02167  277-8719 

Northeastern  School  of  Law.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Student  Act. Ctr.  Dorchester  02125  9298276 

Brandels  U..  Triskelion,  Box  430,  Brandels  U.. 

Waltham  02254  736-4761  or  653-1590 


239-6768 


Boston  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance,  c/o 
G.S.U.  775  Comm  Ave.Boston  02215 
Smith  College  Lesbian  Alliance, 

Stoddard  Hall,  Northampton  01063 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN _ 

Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective, 

666-0513  or  825-5508 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

354-8807  (Voice  and  TTY) 

Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 


723-6327 

354-8807 


782-1056 


628-6311 


Health  Profs) 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
National  Organization  for  Women 
971  Commonwealth  Ave,  Boston  02215 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  PO  Box  404, 

W.  Somerville  02144 

Transition  House  (battered  women’s  shelter) 

661-7203 

Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  group) 

Box  23,  89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
623-0138  or  731-4230 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  Camelia  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Educational  Media,  46  Bay  State  Ave 


Somerville  02144 
Women's  Sports  Connection 

RELIGIOUS 


776-6759 
Sue,  576-6788 


782-8894 


536-6518 

227-9118 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 


Am  Tikva 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Boston  Unlt-Univ  Gays  &  Lesbians,  c/o  Arlington  St.  Ch. 

351  Boylston  St,  Boston  021 16  265-9196 

Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Interfaith  Coalition 
351  Boylston  St,  Boston  02116 

MEDIA 

Fag  Rag,  Box  331,  Boston  02215  661-7534 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

The  Guide  266-8557 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Mon.  8-10pm) 
Melanie  494-8810 

New  England  Connection  265-5732 

Outrageous  Women  (S/M  publication), 

Box  23,  Somerville,  02143 

Bay  Windows  ,  542-5679 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee  Hotline 
M-F3-9pm  Sat10am-4pm 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
661  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Mass.  State  AIDS  Hotline  M-F,Noon-8;Sat  10-4 
1-800-235-2331 

AIDS  Hotline  (Dept,  of  Health) 

Mon-Fri  424-5916 
Fenway  Community  Heath  Clinic 
Boston  Free  VD  Info 
(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non-profit) 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 

Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


536-7733 


267-7573 

1-800-272-2577 


426-9444 

843-5300 


744-5322 


661-0248 

956-5293 


Line 


4523679 


757-2457  V/TDD 


745-3848 

471-7100 


for 


293-5183 
Lesbian/Gay 


MCC  Special  Ministries  (people  with 
disabilities) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806.  Marblehead,  01945 
Survival  Crisis  Line 
So  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324 
United  Church  of  Christ  Coalition 
Concerns,  c/o  A.B,  Day.  Box  403,  Holden,  MA 
01520Clergy/Seminarian  Gay  Support  Group  646-2607 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
Central  Mass  Dignity/Integrity  Group,  Box  402, 

Federal  Sta.,  Worcester 

WOMEN _ 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P'town  02657 

487  3393 

STUDENT _ 

Bridgewater  St.  Coll.  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance 
Bridgewater,  MA  02324 
Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  S  U  B.  Box  59,  U  of  Lowell  01854  452-3679 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst 
GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line 

Valley  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061 
MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576, 

Springfield  01105  (M-Sat  7-10pm)536-5557 

Western  Mass.  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Children,  Box  4494,  Springfield 
MA  01101 

Lifeline  Institute  (youth  &  AIDS  support) 

253-2822 


545-2645 

586-9340 

664-6391,664-6392 

584-7903 


732-0677 


524-6335  WOMEN 


LINC  (Lesbians  Inviting  New  Connections) 

Box  52,  Ashby,  MA  01431 

Valley  Wlmmlns  Connection  586-6445 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 


Valley  Lesbian  Alliance 

STUDENT 


665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 


545-2645 


Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Maine  (207) 


896-5888 

775-1267 


989-3306 


(401) 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Gay  Blues  (WCUW  91.3  FM  Wed.  7pm) 

GALLYNS  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Liberated  Youths  of  the  North 
Shore),  PO  Box  1803,  Haverhill  01830,  373-7618 

Gaiwaves  (WJUL  91 .5  FM)  Kirsten  459-0579 

Galwaves,  c/o  WJUL,  1  University  Ave,  Lowell  01854 
Central  Middlesex  Social  Club  897-3462 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Merrimack  Valley  Gay  &  Lesbian  Support 


Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671,  02903 

Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS  Hotline  277-6502  8pm-Mid. 

PO  Box  2297,  Providence  02905 
Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  521-7597 

Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-midnight 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Brown  Lesbian  Collective, c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St., 

Providence  02912  863-2189 

Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  PO  Box  5758  Weybosset  Hill, 

Providence  02903  351-4499,728-6023 

University  of  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force 
Women's  Center,  URI  Kingston 
Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students.  Box  49,  Brown  U„ 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alumni/ae 
PO  Box  6941,  Boston,  MA  02102 
Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 .  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence,  PO  Box  1462,  Providence  02901 

726-8106 


Vermont  (802) 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Encounters  (GALE),  Box  438, 

St.  Johnsbury  05461 
Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  Box  234, 

Montpelier  05601 

Gay/Lesbian  AA  Baird  318  Med  Ctr  Hosp 

Burlington  05401  Gay  AA,  Brattleboro,  257-9354 
Gay  AlAnon,  Solor  Hills  Mansion, 

Western  Ave,  Brattleboro  05301 
UV  Gay  Student  Alliance, 

Box  87  Wright  Hall  Burlington  05401 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528.862-4019 

c/o  Box  99.  Hinesburg  05461 
Rutland  Area  Gays  (RAGS),  Box  147, 

Center  Rutland  05736  (2nd  Sats) 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM). 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  (603)  357-5544 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Vermonters  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  (VLGR), 

Box  281  Hinesburg,  VT 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Sinister  Wisdom,  Box  1308,  Montpelier  05602 


New  Hampshire(603) 


753-9533 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou) 

AIDS  line 

Gay  Health  Action  Comm,  Box  10723 
Portland  04104 

Our  Paper,  Box  10744,  Portland  04101 
Bangor  Area  Gay-Lesbian-Straight  Coalition 
PO  Box  1805,  Bangor  04401 
Bangor  Interweave,  PO  Box  8008,  Bangor  04401 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Moulton  Union,  Brunswick  04011 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance,  U  of  So.  Maine 
92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  108, 

Yarmouth  04096 

Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  Box  1394,  Portsmouth  NH  03801 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

125  Auburn  St.,  Portland  04104  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Rhode  Island 


228-9009 


367-8304 


357-5544 


889-1416 


Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord 
NH  Citizens'  Alliance  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Rights 
Box  756,  Contoocook  03229 
Gay  Men's  Social  Assoc.  Box  294 
Conway  03818 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Monadnock  Gay  Men  (MGM) 

PO  Box  1124,  Keene  NH  03431 
Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women’s  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Women  In  Touch,  PO  Box  3541,  Nashua 
888-2110  or  883-9228 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-^311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Connectlcul  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  Box  141025,  Hartford  06114 
Fairfield  County  —  Jeff 
Hartford  County  —  John 
New  Haven  County  —  Anne 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  58  Winchester  Ave., 

New  Haven  06511 

Pink  Triangle  Coffee  House,  620  Chapel  St. 

St  Paul's,  New  Haven  624-6869 
Helpline  for  Greater  Danbury 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 
c/o  Box  2045,  Danbury  06810 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box 72, 06501;  M-F8-11  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 


852-6781 

247-1846 

453-1241 


4264922 


624-6869 


522-2646 


397-4331 


527-3151 


4862273 


347-9411 

442-7458 


One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

The  Newsletter,  a  lesbian  position, 

PO  Box  3075,  New  Haven  06515 
Women's  Center,  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  6464900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  7762658 

STUDENT _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW.  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Trinity  Lambda  (gay, lesbian, bisexual  alums) 

Box  6651,  Hartford  06106 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St..  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women’s  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  5335,  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELI NG _ 

AIDS  Project  New  Haven,  PO  Box  636, 

New  Haven  06503  624-2437(AIDS) 

Hartford  Gay  Health  Coll.,  281  Collins  St. 

Hartford  061 15  724-5194 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  426-4922,748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 


775-1946 


05461 

863-1236 


Please  update  your  listings  by  writing  GCN- 
QGG,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
This  is  a  free  listing,  but  whenever  possible 
organizations  listed  should  feel  free  to 
support  this  service  with  a  donation  Thank 
you.  > 
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Twisted  Sister:  Film  Romances  1890’s  Nun 


Continued from  page  6 
great  St.  Theresa  of  Avila  (an  in¬ 
finitely  more  interesting  woman 
than  Therese  of  Lisieux)  —  they 
are  all  obsessed  with  the  erotic  as  a 
way  of  manifesting  their  devotion. 

Sentimental  Lies 

But  if  Cavalier’s  Therese  makes 
startling  —  and  engaging  —  use  of 
the  connections  between  eroticism 
and  devotion,  it  is  also  filled  with 
simplistic  half-truths  and  sentim¬ 
ental  lies.  Therese  is  being  billed  as 
a  modern  look  (by  which  they 
mean  both  realistic  and  sexual)  at  a 
real  saint.  Yet,  while  the  eroticism, 
and  the  stunning  visuals,  will  be  an 
eye-opener  for  many  viewers, 
Cavalier  has  carefully 
reconstructed  the  Little  Flower 
myth  to  create  a  vision  which  is  not 
very  challenging  to  the  mind  or  the 
spirit. 

To  begin  with,  he  chooses 
Therese  Martin  as  his  subject:  one 
of  the  most  sentimentalized  of  all 
modern  saints.  The  politics  of  her 
extraordinarily  quick  canonization 
(and  it  was  politics  —  as  is  every¬ 
thing  in  the  world)  was  that  Rome 
needed  a  young,  virginal  saint  to 
be  an  inspiration  for  the  youth  of 
the  world  whom  it  considered 
threatened  by  the  creeping  moder¬ 
nism  and  flagrant  immoralism  of 
the  1920s.  Therese  Martin  was 
drafted  and  won  hands  down.  And 
in  many  ways  Therese  is  a  slick  up¬ 
date  on  the  same  theme. 

The  convent  life  as  depicted  by 
Therese  Martin  in  her 
autobiography  is  arduous.  There 
are  real  deprivations  of  comfort 
and  sustenance  —  like  no  heat  and 
hardly  any  food  —  and  the  nuns, 
many  times,  do  not  get  along. 
Cavalier’s  film  glosses  over  a  great 
deal  of  this  —  while  convent  life  is 
sometimes  difficult  it  is  always 
beautiful  and  mostly  wonderful. 

Therese’s  dying  of  tuberculosis 


“FABULOUS. .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

-Uh  Koriln,  WCVB-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

— K«vln  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

357-8384 


■  ORtvee  ROOM* 

W  TH6  DOSTQP1  pm  PIAZh 


Hlone? 


Are  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  uiith  a  safe,  effective 
uiay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


800-633-6969 


is  also  glossed  over  in  the  most  sen¬ 
timental  manner.  There  is  a  slight 
cough  and  some  decorative  blood 

—  which  looks  beautiful  against 
her  dark  brown  and  cream  habit  — 
but  this  is  not  a  real  death.  Garbo’s 
luxurious,  romanticized  demise  in 
Camille  looks  positively  horrific  in 
comparison  to  Mouchet’s  death  in 
Therese.  Susan  Sontag  has  written 
about  TB  in  Illness  as  Metaphor, 
and  Therese  is  a  perfect  case  in 
point:  tuberculosis  here  is  nothing 
more  than  a  symbol  for  sanctity,  a 
fitting  end  for  someone  who  was 
too  good  to  live  on  earth. 

Implicit  Lesbianism 

While  Cavalier  is  more  than 
eager  to  celebrate  the  erotic  con¬ 
nection  between  the  nuns  and 
their  godhead  husband,  he  is 
much  more  circumspect  when 
dealing  with  the  lesbianism  which 
is  implicit  in  the  story.  Therese 
and  another  young  nun  —  Lucy 

—  are  clearly  in  the  process  of 
what  is  called  in  convents  a 
“special  friendship.”  At  one 
point  the  mother  superior  forbids 
them  to  see  one  another  but  their 
relationship  continues  on  a  lower 
key  throughout  the  film.  (The 
only  truly  shocking  scene  in  the 
film  is  when  Lucy  comes  to  the  dy¬ 
ing  Therese’s  bedside  and  tastes 
the  tubercular  sputum  which  the 
soon-to-be-saint  has  just  coughed 
up.  Not  anyone’s  idea  of  safe  sex.) 
And  while  the  script  seems  to 
glance  at  the  incipient  lesbianism, 
it  denies  it  any  passion,  and  cer¬ 


tainly  the  fervor  which  illuminates 
the  other  erotics  of  the  film. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that 
Cavalier  is  distinctly  anti- 
psychological  in  tone.  Therese  and 
the  others  live  in  a  pre-Freudian 
Eden  where  none  of  this  means 
anything  other  than  what  they  say 
it  means.  We  are  expected  to  take 
it  all  on  face  value  and  not  look 
for  psychological,  or  even  emo¬ 
tional,  motivation.  That  is  why  he 
has  to  shy  away  from  the  les¬ 
bianism,  which  to  almost  all 
viewers  —  no  matter  what  their 
orientation  —  carries  with  it 
psychological  baggage. 

Once  the  fact  of  lesbianism  is 
admitted,  the  empty  premise  of 
childlike  purity  upon  which  the 
film  is  based  would  crumble. 
Cavalier’s  dreamy,  semi-surreal 
mis  en  scene  constantly  reinforces 
this.  Therese  is  not  based  on  any 
reality,  or  even  on  a  state  of  mind, 
but  rather  on  a  state  of  grace:  an 
ecstatic  swoon. 

Conservatively  Religious 

A  biographer  of  Saint  Therese 
once  wrote  “more  than  even 
death  she  sought  oblivion.”  He 
meant  this  as  a  spiritual  compli¬ 
ment,  but  it  is  hard  to  interpret  it 
as  a  very  positive  psychological 
state.  What  is  wonderful  about 
Therese  is  that  it  almost  manages 
—  through  its  supreme  artistry 
and  incredible  good  looks  —  to 
convince  us  that  seeking  oblivion 
is  a  healthy,  even  holy,  state  of 
mind.  The  film  takes  Therese’s 


story  as  one-dimensional  truth 
and  asks  us  to  believe  it  on  faith, 
without  questioning  or  doubt.  In 
many  ways  it  is  fundamentally  and 
conservatively  religious  in  its 
views. 

Like  Hail  Mary,  Therese  is  not 
debunking  any  dogmas  or  beliefs 
but  merely  retelling  them  for  a 
modern  audience.  It  is  ironic  that 
the  church  critics  who  insist  on 
seeing  these  films  as  heretical  are 
being  blinded  by  the  very  mention 
of  sex.  Both  Hail  Mary  and 
Therese  are  fundamentally  very 
traditional  in  their  sexual  views; 
Therese  especially  sees  sexuality  as 
most  rewarding  when  it  is  used  to 
praise  and  glorify  God.  The 
statements  by  U.S.  Catholics 
against  the  film  speak  more  of 


their  inhibitions  as  prudish  North 
American  Grundyists  than  as 
Roman  Catholics. 

Therese  is  an  absolutely 
beautiful,  and  in  many  ways, 
quite  moving  film.  It  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  impressive  to 
come  along  in  the  past  year.  Its 
charm  and  grace  more  than  com¬ 
pensate  for  its  shakey  underpinn¬ 
ings.  Cavalier’s  joyous  filming  of 
the  faces  of  his  actors  and  his 
catching  the  most  significant,  in¬ 
timate  details  of  their  physical  ac¬ 
tions  creates  a  new  vision  of  reali¬ 
ty  for  the  viewer  which,  while  not 
divine,  is  certainly  breathtaking. 


Telephone: 
(617)  262-5223 


Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


»#/ 

- 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP  /  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


,CS^ 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  ot  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


Information  E valuation- Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


bo 


Cambridge 


Boston _ Danvers 

t-K7havior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St.  51  Brattle  St. 

oSociotes  262-9166  7744)142 


nr.  Arlington  T 

Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Despair  Seems  Normal 

When  you’re  so  depressed  you  can’t  remember 
happier  times.  Or  when  you  feel  totally  alone  and 
unloved.  Or  when  you’ve  tried  everything  and  life 
still  gets  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Newburyport  —  North  Shore 

Women’s  Counseling  &  Family  Services 

an  affirmative  counseling  service  for 
lesbians  &  gay  men,  their  partners  &  families. 


Elizabeth  Fragola,  LICSW 
Sarah  F.  Pearlman,  LCSW 
Cynthia  Scheuer,  Ph.D. 


The  Professional  Building 
Forrester  Street 
Newburyport,  M A  01950 

negotiable  fees  617/465-1061  insurance  accepted 


VIDA  K. 

BbRKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

Employment 

'Family  Law 

'Discrimination 

'Real  Estate  Transfers 

'Unemployment 

’Consumer/Small 

'Worker's  Comp. 

Business 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

634  MASS.  AVE.,  CAMBRIDGE 
491-4110 


PRINTING 
TYPESETTING 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


LET  US  HELP 
YOU  PREPARE 
RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 
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Sodomy  in  Action 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  tor 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques.  and  now  can  repair  about  anything 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job  " 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of  Boston," 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


POWWgWN 

u^ar9e  Cq\£  538  70,7 

Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


Perpetual 

Indulgence 

Continued  from  page  1 

Rome.”  Sadie  Sadie  and  Chanel 
2001  say  they  expect  more  than 
100,000  participants  in  the  official 
welcome/confrontation  when  the 
Pope  arrives  for  his  visit. 

The  welcomers  are  also  issuing  a 
Floating  Papal  Bond  Issue;  the 
limited  edition  bonds  sell  for  one 
dollar  each,  with  interest  and 
dividends  guaranteed  to  be  paid 
eventually  —  in  heaven.  Alsp 
available  are:  official  comprehen¬ 
sive  coverage  indulgences  which 
insure  the  bearer  against  all  forms 
of  guilt,  official  holy  relics,  but¬ 
tons,  penants,  posters  and 
balloons. 

Meanwhile  the  other  SPI  says  it 
plans  to  hold  its  own  High  Mass  at 
Union  Square  should  the  Pope  ac¬ 
tually  dare  the  trip  to  town. 

—filed  from  Boston 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Continued  from  page  1 
sodomy  law. 

There  is  a  related  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  “Unnatural  and  Las¬ 
civious  Acts.”  This  statute  pro¬ 
hibits  blow  jobs,  rimming,  and 
almost  everything  but  the  mis¬ 
sionary  position. 

The  law  states,  “Whoever  com¬ 
mits  any  unnatural  and  lascivious 
act  with  another  person  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars  or  by  imprison¬ 
ment  in  the  state  prison  for  not 
more  than  five  years  or  in  jail  or 
the  house  of  correction  for  not 
more  than  two-and-one-half 
years.” 

Commentary  on  the  law  notes 
that  “Copulation  is  the  natural  act 
of  coition  and  is  not  within  the 
statute.”  Private,  consensual, 
“unnatural”  acts  are  also  not 
outlawed. 

The  interesting  thing  about  all 
this  is  that  what  mattered  to  the 
cops  was  whether  or  not  Tom  was 
gay,  even  though  the  law  makes  no 
mention  of  homosexuality.  Fur¬ 
ther,  they  threatened  him  with  ar¬ 
rest,  although  legally  they  could 
not  arrest  him. 

*  *  * 

“To  the  extent  that  I  can  see,  the 
police  were  saying  that  there  was 
absolutely  no  way  to  convince 
them  that  I  had  committed  an  il¬ 
legal  sex  act  in  privacy,  and  no  way 
to  make  them  invade  my  privacy  to 
determine  for  themselves  if  I  were 
committing  such  acts.  This  renders 


state  laws  effectively  unenforce¬ 
able  concerning  private  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  to  demonstrate  this 
represents  a  significant  moral  vic¬ 
tory  .... 

“One  conclusion  from  the  re¬ 
sults  is  that  gays  do  not  need  to 
speak  in  whispers  about  their 
private  sex  lives,  for  fear  of  arrest. 
We  can  be  as  open  and  frank 
about  the  matter  as  we  please.  But 
even  with  this,  we  should  not  re¬ 
gard  the  existence  of  the  laws  as 
harmless,  because  there  is  still  a 
pretense  being  made  that  the  laws 
have  legitimacy.  We  must  continue 
to  fight  them  because  they  are  in¬ 
sulting  to  our  relationships,  and 
retard  our  struggles  for  full  human 
rights. 

“More  civil  disobedience  of  this 
type  would  be  of  benefit,  because 
every  act  will  help  to  undermine 
the  law  even  more.  Also,  a  large 
number  of  acts  might  be  more  like¬ 
ly  to  gain  the  attention  of  the 
straight  press.  I  believe  that  public 
attention  in  the  straight  media 
would  be  of  tremendous  added 
benefit  in  undermining  the  laws 
and  exposing  their  absurdity.” 


Correction 

A  photo  credit  for  the  pic 
ture  of  Craig  Harris  on  page 
one  of  Vol.  14,  No.  24  was  in¬ 
advertently  omitted.  The 
photo  should  have  been  cred¬ 
ited  to  Allison  Smith.  Our 
apologies! 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

AFFORDABLE  CATERING 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  A v. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 
CLEANING 
GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

|OHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  ACENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR. WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave..  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  Vi  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 
STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 
PRINTING 
RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
1 31  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 


REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 


267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 
16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

appleton  Moving  co. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  s.  dubey,  o.d. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 
PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 


Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 

It  appears  that  our  building  has 
been  sold  and  the  new  owners 
want  to  tear  it  down  as  soon  as 
possiblE.  Please  consider  all 
the  ways  you  could  help:  Help 
us  search  for  possible  spaces 
available  immediately.  Spaces 
should  have  2000  sq.  ft.  or  so  of 
floor  space,  be  reasonably  near 
public  transportation  and  not 
cost  more  than  $1000  per 
month.  Consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  in¬ 
evitable  moving  costs.  Be 
prepared  to  come  by  a  few  times 
to  lend  a  hand  packing  boxes. 
Call  us-we  have  many  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  its  membership. 
We  look  to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE 
folks  at  426-4469. _ (CJ 


PERSONALS _ 

NEVER  ENOUGH  FRIENDS 

Prof  LF  seeks  friends  only  to  share 
life's  mysteries.  To  dine  &  wine  & 
discuss  trivial  &  resolute  issues;  see 
films,  x-c  ski,  walks,  exchange  ideas  & 
experiences.  To  learn  new  things.  Look¬ 
ing  for  serious  friendships-not  partners. 
Greater  Boston.  Box  168. _ (28) 

L  42  5’3,  132  lbs  shy,  loving,  gentle,  giv¬ 
ing,  Iking  for  w  wants  settle  dw,  sincere 
no  games.  Age  nt  imp.  Intelligence,  ex¬ 
pressiveness,  play,  sense  of  humor 
imp.  Box  59  Polly  Ann  Pk.  Dover  NH 
03820. _ (27) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women’s  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  (40) 

Agreeable,  well-educated,  nice  looking 
(but  I  wear  glasses  and  have  begun  to 
grey),  educated  Vermonter  seeks  a  paid 
companion  with  some  flair,  ca  25-40,  for 
movies,  dining,  cultural  outings  about 
once  a  month  in  Boston  area,  plus  oc¬ 
casional  travel  in  New  England  and 
Caribberan,  maybe  even  further  later. 
Distinctly  slender  (willowy),  quietly 
fem/androgynous,  beardless  chap  who 
can  wear  clothes  and  speak  well  is 
what  I'm  hoping  to  find.  If  you’re  unat¬ 
tached,  seeking  a  permanent  relation¬ 
ship  and  need  a  broader  scope  for  new 
and  significant  contacts,  perhaps  I  can 
help.  (I'm  not  seeking  a  relationship 
myself.)  Write  and  tell  me  about 
yourself,  including  desired  fee.  R.L.M/ 
P.O.  Box  285,  Manchester, VT  05254.  (28) 

DENI  LEE  K 
Back  in  Boston 
Need  to  talk 
Call  524-4808 

Leave  message  Judy. _ (28) 

TERI  ONE  ELK 

What's  the  scoop?  We'd  love  to  talk, 
but  your  social  life  keeps  you  from  the 
phone.  Call  S  &  C  with  details. _ (27) 

PATTY 

We  met  at  SOMEWHERE  Friday  1/16. 
Would  love  to  talk  more.  Call  me  after  5. 
(603)  224-9028.  Ki  m  f  rom  N .  H ,  (28) 

FOR  THE  GAY  ROMANTIC 
The  Gentlemen’s  club  is  the  romantic 
new  dating  service  for  gay  men.  Nation¬ 
wide  &  Canada.  Special  introductory  of¬ 
fer:  $15  for  3  dates.  Your  letter  will 
receive  personalized  attention  from  our 
caring  staff.  Note:  AIDS  patient,  you 
too  deserve  to  be  loved.  A  special 
branch  of  our  service  caters  to  your 
needs.  The  Gentlemen’s  Club,  Suite 
422,  303  West  42nd  ST.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10036.  Phone:  (201)-763-6451.  •  (27) 

I'VE  HAD  TOO  MUCH  MEDIOCRE  SEX 
I’m  a  controlling  bitch  and  I  want  to  be 
out  of  control. ..I  think.  You  are  a  subtle, 
charismatic,  semi-butchy  LF  looking 
for  a  creative  fuck.  I  want  to  explore  my 
limits.  Write  and  tell  this  athletic  LF 
how  to  do  it.  Box  168. _ (28) 

MARRIAGE  OF  CONVENIENCE 
Needed  to  female  US  citizen  who 
desires  immigration  to  Canada  or  Great 
Britain.  Contact  Peter  Hughes,  suite  76, 
282  Parliment  ST.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A 
3A4  Canada. _ _ _ __ _ (27) 

MAKING  GOOD  MUSIC 
I  am  a  singer.  I  enjoy  performing 
various  kinds  of  music.  I  especially  en¬ 
joy  belting  out  an  old  ballad  like  “My 
Man"  or  sweetly  crooning  “Danny 
Boy”.  I’m  looking  for  instrumentalists 
interested  in  forming  a  gig.  Please 
write  and/or  leave  your  no.  We’ll 
discuss  possibilities.Steve,  Box167.(29) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 
THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven't  called  BUDDIES  ! 
BUDDIES-  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service  with  the  largest  gay 
clientelle  in  N.E.  Call  (603)  880-7625.  (28) 


PERSONALS 


SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 

Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area. 
Call  (603)  882-6670. _ (28) 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 
a  book  by  Louise  Delaria 
Teaches  you  to  read  hands  (palmistry). 
Whole-person  viewpoint,  feminist 
orientation.  Call  395-4819  for  info,  (28) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

From  the  dyke  who  loves  you  very,  very, 
very  (thats  three  veryies!)much.  C.  (24) 

Articulate,  handsome,  well-travelled, 
socialist,  gentle,  sometimes  strident, 
bearded  man  (43)  who  lives  in  Maine 
and  writes  on  Germany  looking  for  an 
intelligent  and  energetic  boyfriend 
(under  25).  I’d  be  delighted  to  get  to 
know  you.  Bos  164. _ (28) 

BAIL  FUND 

A  brother  in  struggle  needs  your  help. 
Terry  Cannon  needs  the  help  of  his 
community.  Please  send  any  contribu¬ 
tion  large  or  small  to:  The  Terry  Can- 
nonBail  Fund  C/O  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.  Suite  1C  Boston, 
MA  02111. _ (28) 

GIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVE 

SAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVE 

What  holiday  gift  is  sale-priced  now 
through  Jan.  30? 

What  holiday  gift  is  new  &  original  each 
week  ofTfte  year? 

Check  the  pages  of  GCN  for  the 
answer! 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REMEMBER  THE  1986  ANTI- 
PORN  AMENDMENT  IN  CAMB? 

Grad  student  interested  in  interviewing 
women  who  worked  with  groups  on 
both  sides  of  the  issue.  1  Vi  hour  inter¬ 
view  in  Feb/Mar.  Please  call-leave  a 
message  at  547-7551 . _ (29) 

MICHIGANDERS 

Now  forming:  University  of  Michigan 
Gay  Alums.  Interested?  Write  Jim  Toy 
R3118  Michigan  Union,  530  S.  State  St. 
Ann  Arbor  48109  or  Mildred  Dickmann 
1728  Allston  Way,  Berkeley  CA  94703. 
Confidentiality  respected. _ (27) 

BOSTON  VOCAL  ENSEMBLE 
SATB  Choral  group  now  auditioning  all 
parts  Jan  20  &  27,  7-10pm.  Call  Amy 
489-2519  or  Ron  267-2335,  eve  or 
266-1300x231  days. _ (27) 

WELLESLEY  LESBIAN  ALUMNAE 

Network  forming,  interested?  Send 
name,  address,  ideas  to  PO  Box  2347, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. _ (27) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcpme  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors  .  Now,  a  partners 
group  has  also  been  formed  for  women 
who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (35) 

OFF  LINE  AND  INACCESSIBLE! 
OUR  TDD  IS  NOT  WORKING! 

We  hope  this  problem  will  be  resolved 
soon.  Fix-it  people  are  encouraged  to 
call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Catherine. 
Sorry,  voice  line  only. _ (28) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 

If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (C) 


RESORTS 


LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP 

Sks  new  members.  Tues  7-8:30 
pm.  Harv  SQ.  12  wk  committ¬ 
ment.  Experienced  facilitator. 
Call  Gloria  Melnitzky  for  more 
information  at  354-6259.  (27) 


GREENHOPEFARM 

Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  Vermont.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3V»  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772. _ (29) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
bay,  open  year  'round.  487-9029, 25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (60^)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ (34) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  cal  I  (305)  296-5 1 73  (28) 

■tiiimiiiiiiiimiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiw 

FULLTIME  = 

=  RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT  5 

E  For  growing  chiropractic  office  = 
=  in  Watertown  Square.  En-  5 
E  thusiasm  for  Chiropractic  and  = 
=  general  office  skills  required.  = 
=  Will  train.  Circle  Chiropractic  E 
=  Health  Network,  923-2225.  (28)  = 

SlIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIII . IIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIS 


HELP  WANTED _ 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
IN  PROVINCETOWN 

Live  in  maintenance/houskeeping  posi¬ 
tion  for  women’s  guesthouse.  Im¬ 
mediate  year  round  opening.  Gabriel's 
(617)487-3232. _ (27) 

LOBBYIST 

Massachusetts  Gay/Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  seeks  articulate,  personable, 
self-motivated  individual  to  lobby  state 
legislature  for  Gay  Rights  Bill  and 
related  legislation.  $20-25K.  Resumes: 
P.O.  Box  8,  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA 
02123.  _ (29) 

TWO  PROFESSIONAL  WOMEN 
Need  secretary/bookkeeper  to  manage 
growing  practice.  $16-18K;  232-0442,(27) 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Personal  care  for  disabled  Lesbian  art 
therapist.  $140  clear  for  48  hr  shift/$210 
clear  for  72  hr  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2  or  3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  whovwill  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are  able  to 
lift  110  lbs,  are  a  light  sleeper,  non 
smoker,  reponsible  and  able  to  follow 
directions,  and  are  interested  in  learn¬ 
ing  new  skills,  please  call  Connie  Pan- 
zarino  at  524-0921.  (30) 


□ 

□ 

□ 

£) 

E 

E) 


Like  People? 

Like  Talking? 

Earning  Extra  $? 

HOSTS/MODERATORS 

(M/F  for  new  TeleFriend  talk  line) 

If  you  are  enthusiastic  and  enjoy  good  conversation, 
we’d  like  to  talk  with  you  about  hosting  our  new 
telephone  talk  service.  Flexible  part-time  hours; 
day/night  shifts  available.  Top  pay.  Comfortable  office 
convenient  to  Kendal(J)stop.  No  experience  necessary. 
Paid  training. 

Contact  Peter  Downes  at  354-5465. 


First  Phone 

180  Bent  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02141 


HELP  WANTED 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 

GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION 
MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER.  Begin 
1-3/87.  Research  and  write  news  stories 
of  int  to  nat’l  readership.  Coordinate 
wkly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers, 
process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires 
writing  skills  +  abil  to  work 
w/deadlines,  interpersonal,  org  recor¬ 
dkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  en¬ 
try  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Position  requires  familiarity  w/gay  and 
lesbian  community;  commitment  to 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism,  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 

Sal  $l80/wk  +  4  wks  pd  vac.  complete 
helath/life  ins.  Resumes  to  GCN 
Circ/Writer  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (C) 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 
GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  Design  Director  (available  on 
or  before  Feb  1.,  1987).  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 

Salaries/Benefits:  $180/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick 
time  and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
Each  position  offers  the  staff  member 
responsibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with 
some  flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for 
innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

OFFICE  MGR/SECY 

immediately  for  small  union  office. 
Ability  to  organize  own  work,  good  typ¬ 
ing  &  people  skills,  friendly  phone  man¬ 
ner.  Good  position  for  self-starter  who 
works  independently  &  has  initiative. 
Good  benefits  &  regular  raises.  40  hr 
week.  $16,232.  Call  426-7075.  (27) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am.  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ ; _ (26) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  t 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

i 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  x 

.75 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 

SUBTOTAL 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
:  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 

“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 


GWM  looking  for  quiet  non-smoker 
(M-F)  to  share  new  2-bdrm.  apt  in  Con¬ 
cord,  NH.  $250/mo  +  Vi  utils.  (603) 
225-4109. _ (27) 

Bl  — FEMALE  WANTS  SAME 
Cozy  area  close  to  Cinti.Just  bring 
yourself.  Come  share  my  good  fortune. 
4310  Batavia  Meadow  Drive  no.  7 
Batavia,  Ohio  45103. _ (28) 

2  LF  seek  3rd  to  share  3  BR  apt  w/yard, 
porch,  3  blks  frm  T.  Semi-veg.,  pets  ok. 
Avail  Feb  1.  524-3229.  Help  us  create  an 
interdependent  household. _ (27) 

VISIT  ROXBURY,  THEN  DECIDE 
Rmmts  wanted  to  share  compl.  renov. 
vict.  w/yds  Fort  Hill/Kittridge  Sq.  few 
min/wk  to  new  Orange  line.  No 
pets/smokers.  Call  Peter  445-4731  for 
more  info.  $325/mo  includes  heat.  (27) 
Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2'/i  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  +  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late. _ (27) 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 
GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs  or  ale.  Smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice 
2  bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  incls 
heat,  no  pets.  Call  after  8:30.ASAP. 
232-3139. _ (27) 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  woman  wanted 
for  lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace,  close  to  pond  and  MBTA  — 
646-7968. _ (27) 

MEDFORD  NEAR  TUFTS 
2  LFs  sk  3rd  woman  25  + ,  semi-veg,  no 
smoke,  shr  food  &  some  meals.  Have 
cat,  no  dogs.  On  qt  st,  prkg,  W/D,  yard. 
300  +  heat.  395-9021. _ (27) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  incl  heat  536-01 47.  (27) 

JLF  sks  respon  feminist  F  for  homey  2 
BR  Dav  Sq  apt  $285  +  .  Avail,  now!  No 
pet,  smk,  drg,  min.  ale.  12  steppers  esp 
O.A.  welcome.  623-8659. _ (~28) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Sought  by  LF  therapist  2  days/wk  prefer 
JP  start  Mar/Apr.  Will  pay  to  share  Yr  in- 
home  office  or  commercial  space.  Call 
522-7620. _ j29) 

SPACE  NEEDED 

A  group  of  lesbians  meeting  for  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  March  27-29 
need  space:  sleeping  for  25-30  w/6 
meeting  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Can  you 
help  with  a  very  low  rent  location?  Call 
Kim  at  426-4469  or  write  box  6194 
Boston,  MA02114. _ (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Brockton,  nice  1  &  2  BR  modern  kitch  & 
baths  w/w  carpet,  off  st  pkg.  Lau  fac. 
$450  &  up.  Ask  for  Doug  828-1744.  (27) 

GARDEN  APT  WINTHROP 
Private  deck,  ocean  view,  2BR,  den,  I  r, 
dr,  kit,  maid  &  butler  pantries,  jacuzzi, 
bath,  utilities  incl.  $1200  mo.  ref  please. 
846-9163  Avail  Feb  1st. _ (27) 

Dorchester:  6rm  2  bdrm  2nd  fir  fresh 
paint  walppr  remod  kitch,  bath.  Gas  stv 
&HTWTR,  oil  ht  safe  well  mntnd  ownr 
occ  bid  $600/mo  no  ult.282-1 196.  (29) 

EAST  BOSTON 

LRG  5  RM  2  bath  &  6  rm  2  bath  apts  for 
rent  in  owner  occ  bldg  that  needs 
renovating.  Help  design  &  fix  up  apt  in 
exchange  for  low  rent.  Materials  provid¬ 
ed.  2  blocks  from  T.  5  min  from  Govt 
Ctr.  Avail  2/1.  Call  Steve  at  569-3661 
Days. _ (27) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1 437  for  current  repo  list.  (34) 

BRAND  NEW  HOUSE 
Eight  rooms,  three  full  baths,  skylights, 
cathedral  ceilings,  laundry  hookups, 
dishwasher,  disposal,  off  street  park¬ 
ing,  minutes  from  Boston  on  Water- 
town,  Cambridge  line,  extremely  quiet 
neighborhood,  all  utilities  included. 
$1700.  Call  864-2622. _ (28) 

OPPORTUNITIES 

BOSTON  FRANCHISE 

Own  a  Male  Call,  Inc. 

24/hr  Computer  Operated 
Dial-In  Classified  Service 


Box  211,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167 
_ (29) 


D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (it?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 

FREEDOM  SWING  BAND 
Lesbian/Gay  amateur  group  playing 
swing-era  music  seeks  more  players. 
Brass,  reeds  rythm  players  of  all 
abilities  welcome.  Call  Jamie  628-2338, 
leave  message  on  machine. _ (30) 


PUBLICATIONS _ 

THE  MOST  SEX  YOU'VE  HAD  WHILE 
LAUGHING  IS  IN  .  .  . 

Bizarre  in  Love,  the  first  comic  lesbian 
sex  novella.  Follow  the  sexploitsvof 
Bebe  Ziarro  in  this  hot,  hilarious, 
romantic,  one-of-a-kind  fantasy.  Send 
$6.95  t  J.  Stafford,  227A  Vicente  St.,  SF, 
CA  94127.  Now  on  sale  at  alternative 
bookstores  for  $7.95. _ (24) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.() 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN.33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 

i  issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 

1 1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues:  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916. 
San  Francisco.  CA  94142. _ (ex 


SERVICES 


**TAX  TAMER'*  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 

Cleaning  for  folks  moving  In/out.  No  job 
too  big  for  trained  professional 
cleaners!  Call  for  free  estimates, 
623-3534. _ _ (30) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

Includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

CO^WSEL/A/c;  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since 

Insurance  Accepted 

739-7360 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ 05^) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ J _ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service" 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ (V14.32) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI  VANS 

o 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o. 

CO 

.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:r 

236-1848 

POSITION  WANTED 

GM  is  seeking  full  time  position.  In¬ 
terested  in  warehouse  position  or  of¬ 
fice  help.  Good  work  habits  and 
references.  Near  T  helpful.  Call  Ronn  at 
426-4469  or  write:  Ronn  Jackson,  PO 
Box  523  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA 
02123. _ (28) 


Tisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Ol  . 
JpRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE] 
|AI«xar>d«r  B •fit man.  Prison  Memoirs  ol  er 
Anarchists 


Hi  there,  nasty  folks  at  the  ] 
Cummins  Unit  in  Arkansas 
(reknowned  for  your  shallow 
grave  MURDERS),  we’re  im¬ 
pressed  that  you  read  our 
ads  every  week  looking  for 
something  remotely 
“sexual”  so  you  can  deny  our 
paper  to  the  gay  men  in  Cum¬ 
mins.  Wonder  what  PETTY 
choice  you’ll  make  this 
I  week?  (Don’t  murder 
everybody  or  you’ll  be  out  of  I 
jobs!)  - - - 


(i)  I 


NO  RESPECT! 

I  want  to  do  a  “Freedom’s 
Just”  collection  of  your  let¬ 
ters  (signed  or  not)  about  all 
the  ‘attitude’  (self-righteous, 
better-than-you,  you  scum!) 
that  prisoners  have  to  put  up 
with  from  prison  officials  and 
from  people  on  the  outside. 
Being  in  prison  is  partly  i 
being  in  a  cage,  but  it’s  also 
being  looked  down  on  (AND 
LOOKING  DOWN  ON  YOUR¬ 
SELF!!)  This  guilt  trip  is  part 
of  your  ‘punishment’.  They 
want  you  to  think  badly  of 
yourselves.  Let’s  hear  how 
you  feel  about  this.  Thanks, 
Mike. 


LAST  CALL!  Black  History  I 
Month  is  FEBRUARY.  Please 
send  your  feelings  (short 
letter,  poems,  drawings)  on 
the  effects  of  RACISM  in  the 
prison  business  and  the 
ways  you’ve  seen  great 
friendships  be  built  inspite  of 
it;  also  how  you  feel  you’ve 
been  included  in  the  “gay/- 
lesbian  movement”  and  how 
you’ve  been  left  out.  Send 
your  stuff  to  GCN  by  FEB  1. 

I  THANKS! 


JOB  TRAINING  & 
EDUCATION  OPPORTUNITIES 
GCN  is  trying  to  put  i 
together  a  sheet  on  where | 
you  can  do  correspondence *  1 
courses  (on  law  or  other  sub¬ 
jects)  &  what  kinds  of  job 
1  training  is  available  for  ex- 
prisoners.  Please  send  us 
any  info  you  have  on  these. 

L  THANKS. 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 


RSVR 


Amsterdam 

$398 

San  Francisco 

$238 

Brussels 

$388 

Cancun 

$349 

Dublin 

$399 

Tokyo 

$699 

February  14-21,  1987 

Santo  Domingo 

$305 

Rio  (NYC) 

$599 

March  21-28,  1987 

San  Juan 

$202 

Detroit 

$118 

Los  Angeles 

$238 

Honolulu 

$558 

Meet  750  New  Faces 

Orlando 

$178 

Montreal 

$102 

in  1987! 

Mexico  City 

$372 

Washington 

$91 

From  $795.00 

WOMEN  PRISONERS!!! 

I  Sit  right  down  (please)  &  take 
la  minute  to  tell  us  what's  on 
I  your  minds.  This  spring  we're 
I  doing  a  special  issue  of  YOUR 
I  letters,  poems  &  drawings!  It's 
OK  if  you  don't  want  your 
I  name  or  address  used  (and 
it's  OK  if  you  do).  We  need  to 
hear  from  you  by  March  1.1 
Send  us  anything :  short  or 
long;  thoughts,  comments, 
feelings,  letters;  whatever 
makes  you  angry  or  hopeful, 

I  sad  or  strong. 

Here  are  some  ideas  to  get 
|  you  going:  LOVING  & 

|  LUSTING  RELATIONSHIPS, 
NEED  FOR  LEGAL  SUPPORT 
I  AND  HEALTH  CARE,  HOW 
ITHEY  KEEP  PRISONERS 
FIGHTING  EACH  OTHER 
(INSTEAD  OF  THEIR  STUPID 
RULES),  &  HOW  YOU  STAY  | 
TOGETHER'. 

Tell  your  story!  Help  make 
|  lesbians  in  prison  VISIBLE! 

(to  outside  folks).  No  need  for 
“special  writing  talent"  —  | 
just  speak  out  in  your  own 

1  voice|HnT^y\^ 


Looking  for  someone  to  correspond! 
with.  If  you  thrive  on  lustfull  adven-" 
tures  of  the  unknown  then  look  no  fur- 1 
ther.  30  yrs  old,  lonely  lesbian! 
prisoner  needs  and  wants  letters  I 
from  in  and  out  side.  Compassionate  I 
Sag,  desperately  needs  friends,  loves  I 
writing,  sports  and  women  whoj 
believe  in  themselves.  Susan  BAILEY, 
Box  1,  Goochland  VA  23063. _ 

Several  women  in  the  Ohio  Refor¬ 
matory  for  Women  have  written  [ 
describing  the  abusive  treatment  they  I 
receive  there  (and  the  lack  of  outside  [ 
interest!)  Whether  you’re  In  Ohio  or  I 
not,  please  consider  dropping  them  a 
line.  They  need  both  moral  support  I 
and  material  help  (like  copying  help 
for  their  class  action  legal  suit 
I  against  the  prison).  Please  write 
Sonya  CLARK,  17400,  1479  Collins  | 
I  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 


Lowest  Prices 


All  Airlines 


Gay  male,  various  interests,  would 
like  to  have  penpals  in  or  near  the 
I  South  Shore  (Mass.)  area.  I’m  in  touch 
I  with  an  international  gay  prisoners’ 
Lights  group  and  would  like  a  nearby 
I  outside  contact  to  help  in  com¬ 
municating  with  them.  Thank  you, 

]  Donald  HUNTLEY,  30  Administration  [ 
Rd,  Bridgewater  MA  02324. _ 

[This  is  a  request  for  legal  help  (trying  | 
I  to  be  sent  to  another  state  because  a  | 
I  guard  here  is  trying  to  have  me  killed. 

I  They  "investigate”  themselves  in  I 
I  here  so  there’s  no  legal  help  inside  at 
I  all.  Please  help  out  if  you  can. 

I  Leonard  WATKINS,  44007,  Box  900, 

I  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

|  I’m  a  gay  male  in  ’protective’  custody 

I  but  did  not  ask  to  be  placed  here  and 
I  can’t  seem  to  find  a  way  out.  I  would 
I  really  appreciate  a  penpal.  I  like 
[movies  and  the  outdoors.  Thank  you 
j  GCN  for  keeping  us  in  touch  with  the 
|  outside.  Douglas  PINCHON,  43303, 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

I’m  interested  in  hearing  from  TSs 
and  TVs.  I  have  a  lot  of  questions  to 
be  answered  to  help  me  know  what  I 
want  to  do.  Please  write.  Tommy 
|  GRIFFIS,  A-279963,  MB-1716,  Box 
1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

I  I’m  43Vi  yrs  old  and  love  camping, 

photography,  all  sports,  oral  and  anal 
sex  (without  hurting  anybody).  Love  to 
make  music  too.  Looking  for  so¬ 
meone  who  could  share  some  kind¬ 
ness,  especially  from  all  50  states.  No 
age  limits.Harry  FOX,  287195,  A2-3, 
Box  777,  Monroe  WA  98272. _ 

I  LIKE  QUEENS  (and  photography  and 
fashions  and  sex).  And  please  write  if 
|  you  can.  (I  hope  you  win  your  suit 
|  against  this  state  for  not  letting  you 
send  GCN  to  us!)Quintin  VAUGHN, 
Box  1027,  Marion  VA  24354. _ 

I  I’m  interested  in  corresponding  with 

I  that  someone  special  for  fun,  good 
I  times  and  a  lasting  friendship.  Rob- 
Ibie  RAY,  C-24596,  Box  689  #340Y. 
ISoledad  CA  93960  _ _ _ 


MJ|  U3-Bas -lift 


01L€imR 


January  24 
to 

February  10 


24  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Community  Party  sponsored 
by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Commit¬ 
tee.  Entertainment:  United  Fruit  Co.  First 
Parish  Church,  3  Church  St.  9PM.  Info: 
522-4368. 

Cambridge  —  15th  birthday  celebration  of 
the  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  2-5PM.  Info:  354-8807.  All  women 
and  children  welcome,  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble. 

Boston  —  Forum:  Lesbians  and  Gays 
under  Attack:  Organizing  the  Fightback. 
Main  speaker  —  Carmen  Roundtree.  Em¬ 
manuel  Church,  15  Newbury  St.  6:30PM. 
Info:  424-1176. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  The 
Good  Fight ,  marking  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  Cambridge 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM. 
Through  Sun.  Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Girls’  Night  Out  at  the  Channel. 

Boston  —  The  Diane  Ponzio  Trio. 

Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
9-1 1PM.  Info:  423-7730. 

Boston  —  TheaterWorks  presents 
“Mensch  Meier,”  by  Franz  Xaver  Kroetz. 
Suffolk  Univ.  Theater,  55  Temple  St.  8PM. 
$8-12.  Through  2/14.  Info:  720-1988. 

25  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Readings  from  Naming  the 
Violence:  Speaking  Out  About  Lesbian  Bat¬ 
tering.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  3-5PM.  Info:  561-0986. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  brunch.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM. 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  presents 
Tea  Dance  (Disc  Party).  1270  Club,  1270 
Boylston  St.  6-10PM.  $2  donation. 
Everyone  over  21  is  welcome.  Info: 
789-5853. 

Watertown  —  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  (GLOW)  monthly  meeting.  7PM.  Info: 
891-3781. 

Boston  —  ‘‘American  Graphic,”  by  Kim 

Alan  Pederson.  Presented  by  the  New 
Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts. 
539  Tremont  St.  8PM.  $5.  Through  1/27. 
Info:  482-6316. 

Cambridge  —  GALA  monthly 
potluck/social.  6PM.  Somerville/Medford 
GALA  members  invited.  Info:  Dan, 
648-7411,  or  Kathryn,  661-6896. 

Boston  —  D.  0.  B.  17th  birthday  party. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  6PM. 
All  women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

26  monday 

Boston  —  ‘‘Musically  Speaking,” 

women’s  radio  program  with  Melanie  Ber- 
zon.  WMBR-FM,  88.1.  8-10PM. 

Boston  —  Tax  Resistance  Clinics  spon¬ 
sored  by  New  England  War  Tax 
Resistance.  Community  Church,  3rd  floor, 
565  Boylston  St.  7-8:30PM.  Info: 
731-6139. 

27  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Battered  Women’s  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St, 
Central  Sq.  6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Legacy  drop-in  for  gay/lesbian 
elders.  GLCS.  6  Hamilton  PI.  11AM-5PM. 
Info:  725-3485. 

Cambridge  -  ‘‘Say  It  Sister,” 
newsmagazine.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 


Boston  —  Public  forum:  Who’s  Judging  the 
Judges?  Sponsored  by  the  National 
Lawyer’s  Guild.  Suffolk  University,  Fenton 
Bldg.,  Rm.  603.  7:30PM.  Info:  227-7335. 

28  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Politics  of  Fat.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work.  Old.  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info:  247-6683. 

Waltham  —  Support  Committee  for  Bat¬ 
tered  Women  offers  volunteer  training  pro¬ 
gram.  Info:  891-0724. 

29  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


Lucie  Blue  Tremblay,  12  thursday 


Boston  —  Subterranean  Video  open  house 
in  honor  of  Boston  Film/Video 
Foundation’s  10th  anniversary.  BF/VF, 
1126  Boylston  St.  6-10PM.  Free.  Info: 
536-1540. 

Boston  —  Mass.  College  of  Art  AIDS  art  ex¬ 
hibit  opening.  Tower  Bldg.,  621  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  5-7PM.  Free.  Info:  254-0571. 

Cambridge  —  Allegra  Coffeehouse  featur¬ 
ing  Pumping  Iron  II:  The  Women  and  a  live 
demonstration  by  Bodyworks  weight- 
lifters.  YWCA,  7  Temple  PI.  7:30PM.  $3-6. 
Info:  547-1378. 

Boston  —  Mission  Hill  Theater  Group 
presents  Crimes  of  the  Heart.  Mass.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  8PM.  $6. 
Through  2/7.  Info:  269-4576. 

30  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy  potluck  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  elders.  15  Pearl  St.,  Central  Sq.  Info: 
725-3485. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central 
Sq.  8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Brookline  —  “Jewish  Gay/Lesbian  Life  in 
the  U.  S.  S.  R.,“  a  slide  show  and 
discussion  with  Am  Tikva.  Potluck  social  to 
follow.  1762  Beacon  St.,  Workman’s  Cir¬ 
cle.  8PM.  All  welcome.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  The  Paul  Cronan  Story.” 
10-11  PM.  WBZ-TV4. 

I 

31  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  tour  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 
Meet  at  West  Wing  entrance.  Huntington  | 
Ave.  11AM.  Free.  Info:  522-6090. 

Worcester  —  AIDS  Forum  with  speakers  i 
and  workshops.  Central  Library,  Salem  St.  j 
Noon-5PM.  Info:  Dana,  756-6681. 


The  Good  Fight,  24  Saturday 


2  monday 

Boston  —  GCN  potluck  and  membership 
meeting.  All  welcome  to  review  past  issues 
and  help  plan  for  the  future.  167  Tremont 
St.  6PM.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of  Na¬ 
tional  Ass’n  of  Social  Workers  monthly 
meeting.  Info:  Sherry  Zitter,  524-4780. 


3  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  1987  Feminist  Lec¬ 
ture  Series  presents  “Female  Political 
Prisoners  in  the  1980s:  A  Critical  Look  at 
Therapy  and  Its  Stranglehold  on  the 
Women’s  Liberation  Movement”  with 
speaker  Bonnie  Mann.  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  Brown  Room,  45  Francis  St.  8PM. 
Info:  491-3549. 

5  thursday 

Allston  —  Double  Edge  Theater  presents 
“Song  of  Absence  in  the  Fall  of  the  Ashen 
Reign.”  5  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8PM.  $0-10. 
Through  2/14.  Info:  254-4228. 


6  friday 


Boston  —  “Building  a  Feminist  Movement: 
A  Perspective  from  the  Philippines,” 
potluck  and  discussion.  636  Beacon  St., 
5th  floor,  Kenmore  Sq.  7PM.  Info: 
262-1047. 

Somerville  —  Urania:  a  lesbian  and  bi¬ 
sexual  women’s  s/m  support  group.  Info: 
395-4849. 

Ashby,  MA  —  Opening  the  Heart  workshop 
for  lesbian  and  gay  couples.  Spring  Hill  In¬ 
stitute.  Sliding  scale  fee.  Info:  864-9181. 

Brookline  —  Shabbat  service  with  Am 
Tikva.  Social  hour  to  follow.  Workmen’s 
Circle  at  1762  Beacon  St.  8PM.  Please  br¬ 
ing  fruits,  nuts,  etc.  Everyone  welcome. 
Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  “Living  with  Loss:  A 
Gay/Lesbian  Perspective,”  a  support 
group.  11:30-1  PM.  Info:  Hospice  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  547-2620. 

7  Saturday 

Worcester  —  Patty  Larkin  in  concert. 
YWCA,  1  Salem  Sq.  8PM.  $4  advance,  $5 
at  door.  Info:  798-5450 

8  Sunday 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Lesbian  potluck:  “Tupperware  Party  with 
a  New  Twist.”  6PM.  Info:  327-1404. 

10  tuesday 

Boston  —  Women’s  Caucus  for  Art  annual 
conference.  Boston  Public  Library,  Copley 
Sq.  9AM-9PM.  Info:  Liana  Cheney, 
367-1679. 

Cambridge  —  “Images  of  Women  in  Israeli ! 

Mass  Media.”  by  Gayle  Dines-Levy.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  WITCH.  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
Brown  Room,  45  Fancis  St.  8PM.  Info: 
491-3549. 


Twin  Talents 

01'  George  never  had  it  so  good.  The 
Washington  twins— Sandra  and  Sharon- 
helped  the  new  Allegra  Coffeehouse  kick  off 
its  opening  night  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA 
on  Thursday,  January  1 5.  After  taking  their 
self-described  “gospel  funkysoul"  sounds  to 
NEWMR,  Michigan,  and  other  festivals 
coast-to-coast,  these  two  talented  ladies, 
who  hail  from  Columbus,  Ohio  ("yes.  there 
really  are  people  in  Ohio  who  sing"),  finally 
brought  their  full-bodied  voices  to  Boston, 
much  to  the  benefit  of  the  approximately 
1 25  in  attendance. 

The  sisters  opened  their  first  set  with  a 
vibrant  acapella  rendition  of  Sweet  Honey's 
“Listen  More  Often  to  Things  Than  to  Be¬ 
ings,"  blending  rich  harmonies  and  percus¬ 
sive  voice  techniques  that  were  used 
throughout  the  show.  With  a  few  more 
acapella  songs,  accompaniment  on  guitar  by 
both  women,  and  capable  keyboards  by  Bay 
area  musician  Melanie  Monsour  (who  also 
did  a  short  but  wonderful  new-agey  solo  on 
synthesizer),  Sandra  and  Sharon  entertained 
us  for  a  full  two  and  a  half  hours.  The  two 
sets  were  interspersed  with  a  naughty  sto¬ 
ry  about  a  “lesbian  valley  girl”  at  intermission 
by  emcee/storyteller  Jennifer  Justice,  who 
also  related  a  modern-myth  Sy  Kahn  tale  at 
the  start  of  the  show. 

Sandra  and  Sharon  were  fully  prepared  for 
the  everting,  armed  with  a  collection  of  origi¬ 
nal  pieces  and  women’s  music  ‘standards,’ 
including  Ferron’s  "Testimony,"  “Some 
Sweet  Sorcery"  by  Betsy  Rose  and  Cathy 
Winter,  and  a  very  funky  rendition  of  “All  Of 
That’s  All  Right,  But  .  .  ”  by  Bernice  Rea- 
gon  and  June  Jordan.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
set,  "Swing  Low,  Sweet  Chariot”  provided 
an  opportunity  for  audience  participation  and 
resulted  in  a  lovely  four-part  round. 

Between  their  songs,  the  twins  carried  on 
a  good-natured  banter  and  described  the 
background  of  their  original  numbers,  which 
ranged  in  style  from  jazz  swing  to  reg¬ 
gae/calypso.  An  upbeat  "Where  There  is 
Love,”  which  is  one  of  the  two  songs  on  their 
"mini  album”  with  Shsawa  Music  (they  are 
“looking  forward  to  their  maxi  album  and  light 
days  cassette”),  deals  with  the  struggles  of 
being  a  lesbian  and  concludes  that  where 
there  is  support  and  love,  “they  will  know 
we  won.  Amen.”  “Say  No,”  written  by 
Sandra  and  inspired  by  her  recent  trip  to  the 
Soviet  Union  and  her  experience  of  being 
thrown  into  ’detention’  for  1 2  hours  by  the 
Soviet  authorities  for  no  apparent  reason, 
was  a  powerful  plea  against  apartheid  in  both 
South  Africa  and  the  US,  using  the  Hopi  In¬ 
dians’  problems  with  the  government  as  an 
example  of  apartheid  right  in  our  own 
backyard. 

Another  political  piece,  in  a  minor  key,  by 
Sandra— “Different” — came  through  reading 
a  letter  from  a  friend  who  was  in  Managua, 
and  reminds  us  of  the  horrors  of  war  in 
Nicaragua  and  the  pain  of  a  woman  who 
must  deal  with  her  grief  for  family  and  friends 
who  have  been  killed  in  the  revolution. 
Moved  by  the  current  conflict  and  shortage 
of  supplies,  Sharon  and  Sandra  described 
raising  money  for  the  women’s  sewing  club 
in  Managua  and  how  they  managed  to  smug¬ 
gle  a  sewing  machine  over  the  border  (“we 
had  to  take  it  apart  to  get  it  there .  .  don't 
know  if  it’s  back  together"). 

The  sisters’  bold  voices,  together  span¬ 
ning  a  good  three  octaves  or  more,  were 
consistently  strong  with  well-controlled  ca¬ 
dence  throughout  the  evening.  Their  conver¬ 
sation  between  songs  was  often  humorous, 
although  it  sometimes  bordered  on  nervous 
chatter  with  some  obscure  personal  refer¬ 
ences.  All  in  all,  they  sang  fourteen  tunes, 
and  came  back  for  a  rocking  encore  of 
"Sweet  Inspiration.”  We  could  tell  what 
these  women  do  when  they  are  satisfied! 

Sandra  and  Sharon  are  very  excited  about 
producing  a  full-length  album,  which  they 
hope  to  have  out  by  next  fall,  and  they  are 
looking  for  financial  support  for  this  venture. 

If  this  concert,  and  the  planned  title  song— 
“Understated,"  a  jazzy,  Andrews  Sisters- 
type  number— indicate  the  quality  of  the 
production,  it  would  be  a  very  good  bet  in¬ 
deed.  For  anyone  interested  in  donating  sup¬ 
port,  the  sisters  may  be  reached  through 
P.O.  Box  1 42092,  Columbus,  Ohio  43214. 

—Amy  Lustig 
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